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The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

9 November 2025

First Reading Ezekiel 47:1-2. 8-9. 12
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The angel brought me to the entrance of the
Temple, where a stream came out from
under the Temple threshold and flowed
eastwards, since the Temple faced east. The
water flowed from under the right side of the
Temple, south of the altar. He took me out by
the north gate and led me right round outside
as far as the outer east gate where the water
flowed out on the right-hand side. The man
went to the east holding his measuring line
and measured off a thousand cubits; he then
made me wade across the stream; the water
reached my ankles. He measured off another
thousand and made me wade across the
stream again; the water reached my knees.
He measured off another thousand and
made me wade across again; the water
reached my waist. He measured off another
thousand; it was now a river which | could not
cross; the stream had swollen and was now
deep water, a river impossible to cross. He
then said, ‘Do you see, son of man?’ He took
me further, then brought me back to the
bank of the river. When | got back, there were
many trees on each bank of the river. He
said, ‘This water flows east down to
the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into
the sea it makes its waters wholesome.
Wherever the river flows, all living creatures
teeming in it will live. Fish will be very
plentiful, for wherever the water goes it
brings health, and life teems wherever the
river flows. Along the river, on either bank,
will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves
that never wither and fruit that never fails;
they will bear new fruit every month, because
this water comes from the sanctuary. And
their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves
medicinal.’

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 45:2-3. 5-6. 8-9. R. v.5

(R.) The waters of the river gladden the
city of God.

God is for us a refuge and strength,

a helper close at hand, in time of distress:
so we shall not fear though the earth should
rock, though the mountains fall into the
depths of the sea. (R.)

The waters of a river give joy to God’s city,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within, it cannot be shaken;

God will help it at the dawning of the day. (R.)

The Lord of hosts is with us:

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Come, consider the works of the Lord,

the redoubtable deeds he has done on the
earth. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 3:9-11. 16-17
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians

You are God’s building. By the grace God
gave me, | succeeded as an architect and
laid the foundations, on which someone else
is doing the building. Everyone doing the
building must work carefully. For the
foundation, nobody can lay any other than
the one which has already been laid, that is
Jesus Christ.

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple
and that the Spirit of God was living among
you? If anybody should destroy the temple of
God, God will destroy him, because the
temple of God is sacred; and you are that
temple.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 2 Chronicles 7:16

Alleluia, alleluia!

I have chosen and sanctified this house,
says the Lord,

that my name may remain in it for all
time.

Alleluia!

Gospel John 2:13-22
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.

Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went
up to Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found
people selling cattle and sheep and pigeons,
and the money changers sitting at their
counters there. Making a whip out of some
cord, he drove them all out of the Temple,
cattle and sheep as well, scattered the
money changers’ coins, knocked their tables
over and said to the pigeon-sellers, ‘Take all
this out of here and stop turning my Father’s
house into a market’. Then his disciples
remembered the words of scripture: Zeal for
your house will devour me. The Jews
intervened and said, ‘What sign can you
show us to justify what you have done?’
Jesus answered, ‘Destroy this sanctuary, and
in three days | will raise it up’. The Jews
replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build
this sanctuary: are you going to raise it up in
three days?’ But he was speaking of the
sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus
rose from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they
believed the scripture and the words he had
said.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

LEO’S LENS
REFLECTION BY NICK BRODIE

‘I often wonder,” Pope Leo reflects, ‘even
though the teaching of Sacred Scripture is
so clear about the poor, why many people
continue to think they can safely disregard
the poor.’

‘Why complicate something so simple?’, he
asks, before reminding us that ‘the early
Christians were clearly aware of the
necessity to care for those who were most
in need.’ They ‘did not separate belief from
social action.’

Any idea that contradicts this simple
message is not truly of the Church. Lived
Christianity always involves active charity.
Anything less is not truly Christian.

As the Pope reminds us, the Church is
called to a profoundly mystical service.
‘From the first centuries,” he says, ‘the
Fathers of the Church recognised in the
poor a privileged way to reach God, a
special way to meet him.’

Charitable works, therefore, are about
more than doing good things to get to
heaven. Authentically charitable action
involves the recognition of God’s presence
in moments of need and mercy.

The Pope wants us to remember the
teachings of Saint Justin that ‘it is not
possible to separate the worship of God
from concern for the poor’, and that of
Saint Augustine that ‘the poor are not just
people to be helped, but the sacramental
presence of the Lord.’

[Quotes from Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi Te, 4
October 2025: https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-

Xiv/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20251004-
dilexi-te.html]

© Nick Brodie

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass ©
1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of
the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

| saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,

coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.

We remember in our prayers:

Sick: Cecily Agnew, Michael Agnew, Mary Bailey, Sienna Baker, Chris Cantrall, Lorraine
Cooper, José Joaquim De Sousa, Austin Hoffman, Sullivan Hurn, Dulcie Maynard, Anne
McAleer, Indira Nanda, Jen Phillips, Marianne Reynolds, Allan Seque, Jenna Talbot, Sharon
Wood, Zoe. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to their bodies. Send strength to their
carers.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Be built up like living stones,
into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood.

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES Anniversaries: Bishop Bill Wright, Tom Ernst, Annie May Slattery, Josie Wilcher.

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
1st Reading: Malachi 3:19-20

2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon them. May their
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

MYSTERY OF FAITH

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup.
we proclaim you Death, O Lord,

until you come again.

PARISH CONTACTS

Parish Administrator Rev Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) | Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton Web: www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au
Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Promoters of Safeguarding | Singleton Parish: Niamh Marzol
Branxton Contact via the Parish Office | Branxton Parish: Allan Humphreys
St Patrick’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook
St Brigid’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Branxton St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335
Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334

Schools in our Parishes
St. Catherine’s Catholic College
Rosary Park Catholic School

K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600
K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541

Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au
Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au

Principal: Mr David Crawford
Principal: Mr Ashley Borg

ASS ROSTER - SUNDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2025
Branxton Greta Singleton Singleton Singleton Counters
Saturday 6pm Sunday 8.15am Sunday 7am Sunday 10am Sunday 6pm 9.30am Tuesday
Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke C Langford J Dries J Dries J Brackenrig
Commentator _ A Humphreys VOLUNTEER NEEDED| VOLUNTEER NEEDED| SCCC Staff
Readers H Hartcher C Spiteri
piteri T Cochrane

M Thomas D Clarke D Thompson A Wall SCCC Staff
Prayers I ooy E Thomas VOLUNTEER NEEDED| SCCC Staff
Offertory Lynn VOLUNTEERS VOLUNTEERS

J & K Zaragoza Joan NEEDED NEEDED SCCC Staff
2 LT N/A M Alsleben VOLUNTEER NEEDED| M Cunningham
Minister

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the ministry to which you have called us,
may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
10 November 11 November 12 November 13 November 14 November 15 November 16 November
St Leo the Great St Martin of Tours St Josaphat St Albert the Great THIRTY-THIRD
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME, YEAR C
OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN
8.00am NO MASS NO MASS 6.00pm 9.20am 9.00am Novena | 7.00am Mass
Mass CHURCH CLOSED | CHURCH CLOSED | Mass Mass 9.20am Mass 10.00m Mass
St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s 6.00pm Mass
Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton St Patrick’s
Singleton
11.00am
Mass
Elizabeth Gates
9.20am 9.20am 6.00pm 7.50am Rosary
Mass Anointing Mass Mass 8.15am SCAE
St Catherine’s St Brigid’s All Souls St Catherine’s
Greta Branxton St Brigid’s Greta
Branxton

St Brigid, St Catherine, St Patrick, and St Paul — pray for us
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.

If you are new members of our Parish, we ask that you take a Welcome
Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the Member
forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people,
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to
promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable
adults. Information brochures are available in the entrance to the
church. If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult,
contact the Office of Safeguarding 02 49791390 or
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit

www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au for more information and resources.

November - Month of the Holy Souls

In November we are encouraged to pray for those who have gone
before us, family, and friends. However, it does not end there for
we are asked also to pray for those who may have no one to pray
for them. During November, Mass will be offered for those whose
names have been written on the special “November Mass
Envelopes”. Please write the names of your deceased family
members and friends clearly and place them in either collection
basket during Mass. November Mass Offering Envelopes are
available at the back of all churches.

God’s Word 2026: Daily Reflections Liturgical Diar
Designed to help you to keep the Word of God
close to your heart in your daily life. This edition
was prepared for Australia and New Zealand
and contains the Bible readings set down for
each day of the liturgical year with reflections
by eminent spiritual writers. Designed to help
you keep the word of God close to your heart in
daily life. A life-changing companion to nourish
you, help make God’s Word the foundation of
your life, and empower you to pray, to live and
to share your faith with others.
e Scripture readings from the Jerusalem Bible
e Liturgical information of the day, including feasts and
memorials of saints.
e Space to note down personal reflections, and important
events.
e Produced in flexi-cover format with attractive colour designs.
To order, complete one of the marked envelopes available
at the church, include your $15.00 and place on the
collection plate. Your copy will be sent to the church for
you to collect. Copies can also be purchased from Parish
Office.

GOD’S WORD

St Patrick’s Church Closed for Fan Installation

St Patrick’s Church Singleton will be CLOSED on Tuesday 11
November and Wednesday 12 November while new fans are
installed. There will be no access for the public during these days
including no services.

St Brigid’s Anointing Mass

Everyone is invited to join the St Brigid’s Parish community on
Thursday 13 November at 9.20am for an Anointing Mass.
Morning Tea will follow in the McAuley Hall.

The Promise: Advent and Christmas Daily Reflections 2025
Embark on a spiritual journey of hope this
Advent and Christmas with The Promise:
Advent and Christmas Daily Reflections 2025
— a beautifully presented 88-page book of daily
reflections designed to guide you from the
beginning of Advent (30 November 2025)
through to the Baptism of the Lord (11 January
2026). Each page offers profound insights
through daily Scripture-based meditations and
contemplative prayers that invite you to recognise God’s promise
fulfilled in Christ and to live in joyful anticipation of his coming.
Available at each church for $5.00. Please use the
envelope inside the booklet to pay.

November All Souls Mass - Branxton

All are invited to join us at Mass on Saturday 15 November at
6.00pm in St Brigid’s Church, Branxton as we remember all Holy
Souls and those who have died this year. There will be a chance
for those in attendance to come forward and light a candle in
remembrance.

Commissioned in Hope Mass

If you've been inspired as a Pilgrim of Hope in 2025, you're
invited to join Bishop Michael Kennedy on Christ the King
Sunday, 23 November from 5pm in Sacred Heart Cathedral, to
celebrate our Jubilee Year blessings with a Diocesan Mass and
witness the commissioning of 100 young people for their journey
to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival in Melbourne. All are
welcome. Don’t forget to bring your Pilgrim Passport and
yourselves to receive a special Jubilee year memento. Enquiries
mission@mn.catholic.org.au

St Patrick’s Parish Anniversary Mass

There will be no Anniversary Mass in Singleton for November due
to the clash with All Saints Day. Anniversaries for November and
December will be commemorated on Saturday 6 December at
9.20am.

St Brigid’s Caritas Luncheon

The group will then meet for their Christmas lunch on Friday 5
December. All are welcome and if attending you are asked to
bring a Kris Kringle gift.

Red November Appeal

During the month of November, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)
invites everyone in Australia and New Zealand to remember, pray
for, and support Christians who suffer persecution for their faith.
Aid to the Church in Need's Red November Appeal raises vital
funds to support suffering and persecuted Christians around the
world. Your help can change the lives of those who need it the
most. Please make a generous offering today.
https://aidtochurch.org/rednovemberappeal

Praying Scripture - A Spiritual Approach

Lead by Wayne Caruana, come along on Saturday 29 November
from 2.30pm for an afternoon where knowledge, understanding
and love of the Scriptures will build your faith, and encourage
personal prayer time to deepen and flourish. A comfortable and
engaging hour of scripture, prayer and discussion in the
Diocesan Resource Centre, Cnr Parry and Tudor Sts, Newcastle
West. Our first scripture will be “Put out into the Deep” Lk 5: 1-
11. The gathering is free. Bring pen, paper, and Bible. Contact
Jan Jeffrey on 0423 050 568 to register and for more
information.

Give Back this Christmas

This year Mission to Seafarers is once again taking donations for
Christmas gift packs. The goal is to provide every member of crew
who enters Newcastle Port a care pack in the week before
Christmas. This might be the only present a seafarer receives for
Christmas and any donation is greatly appreciated. For more
information: Stella Maris Catholic Chaplain from Mission &
Evangelisation - mark.spencerli@mn.catholic.org.au
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Novembey s

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Pam and Barry Davy Members of the Cattermole, Pucher and Cini families
Members of the Holz, Shafer and Alsleben families Pam Garland

Michael and Kathleen Markham Tina McAllister

Sister Mary Markham Friends of the Cattermole family

Warren Markham Members of the Standing, Holz and Brodbeck families
Alfred and Arlene Thomas Members of the Enright and Thomas families

John Thomas Members of the Berittliffe and Rapp families

Russell Rapp Nancy Brand

Members of the Barry, Bogan and Grant families Christian Sanchez

Mollie and Lester Bogan Joan Spooner

Nathan Grant Barbara Robertson

Winnie and Theo Nowland Ken Robertson

Rodney Nowland Stowe family relatives and friends.

Brian and Margaret Dagg Members of the Bolton, Patton and Norman families
Gloria and Ted Barry Bill and Esma Burton and family

Friends of Rita and Colin Gee Members of the Miller, Wilton, Williams & Clarke families
Members of the James and O’Dowd families Bernie and Josephine Ayscough

Adrian Langford Leo Bendeich

Adrian F Langford Members of the Donkin, Bungate & Daley families
Carolyn Loader Eileen Langford

Eyvonne Langford John Stephen

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is seeking dependable, proactive, and community-minded individuals to join our
school teams as Groundspersons. These essential roles help ensure our school environments are safe, clean, and
welcoming for students, staff, and visitors. If you take pride in your work, enjoy being outdoors, and want to contribute
meaningfully to a vibrant school community, we would love to hear from you.

As a Groundsperson, you will play a key role in the daily operations of the school by maintaining grounds and gardens to
a high standard, performing general building upkeep and minor repairs, assisting with cleaning of outdoor areas, and
managing the opening and closing of school premises.

You will also support the school with manual tasks and operational needs as required. We are looking for individuals who
can work independently, manage maintenance programs effectively, and demonstrate a strong understanding of current
Work Health and Safety requirements.

Experience in grounds or building maintenance is highly valued, and a Certificate Ill or Trade Certificate in a relevant field
is desirable. Most importantly, you will need a current paid Working with Children Check and a commitment to supporting
the Catholic ethos and culture of our schools.

This is a fantastic opportunity for someone who enjoys practical work, values community, and wants to
make a positive impact in a school setting. Apply now by scanning the QR code above and completlng the

The church you go to mass in is a special
building just like the temple in Jerusalem.
What are the things you should do
when you are in church?




