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Second Sunday of Easter, Year C

First Reading Acts 5:12-16
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The faithful all used to meet by common
consent in the Portico of Solomon. No one
else ever dared to join them, but the people
were loud in their praise and the numbers of
men and women who came to believe in the
Lord increased steadily. So many signs and
wonders were worked among the people at
the hands of the apostles that the sick were
even taken out into the streets and laid on
beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at
least the shadow of Peter might fall across
some of them as he went past. People even
came crowding in from the towns round
about Jerusalem, bringing with them their
sick and those tormented by unclean spirits,
and all of them were cured.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117:2-4. 22-27.R.v.1

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
his love is everlasting.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.’

Let the sons of Aaron say:

‘His love has no end.’

Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.” (R.)

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes.

This day was made by the Lord;

we rejoice and are glad. (R.)

O Lord, grant us salvation;

O Lord grant success.

Blessed in the name of the Lord

is he who comes.

We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the true God is our light. (R.)

Second Reading Revelation1:9-13, 17-19
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse.

My name is John, and through our union in
Jesus | am your brother and share your
sufferings, your kingdom, and all you endure.
| was on the island of Patmos for having
preached God’'s word and witnessed for
Jesus; it was the Lord’s day and the Spirit
possessed me, and | heard a voice behind
me, shouting like a trumpet, ‘Write down all
that you see in a book.’ | turned round to see
who had spoken to me, and when | turned |
saw seven golden lamp-stands and,
surrounded by them, a figure like a Son of
man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist
with a golden girdle.

When | saw him, | fell in a dead faint at his
feet, but he touched me with his right hand

Divine Mercy Sunday

and said, ‘Do not be afraid; it is I, the First
and the Last; | am the Living One. | was dead
and now | am to live for ever and ever, and |
hold the keys of death and of the underworld.
Now write down all that you see of present
happenings and things that are still to come.’
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 20:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

You believe in me, Thomas, because you
have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but still
believe!

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 20:19-31
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.

In the evening of that same day, the first day
of the week, the doors were closed in the
room where the disciples were, for fear of the
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He
said to them, ‘Peace be with you,” and
showed them his hands and his side. The
disciples were filled with joy when they saw
the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace
be with you.
‘As the Father sent me, so am | sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and
said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive, they are

forgiven; for those whose sins you retain,

they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the
Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless | see the holes
that the nails made in his hands and can put
my finger into the holes they made, and
unless | can put my hand into his side, |
refuse to believe.” Eight days later the
disciples were in the house again and
Thomas was with them. The doors were
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look,
here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus
said to him:

‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet

believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they are
not recorded in this book. These are recorded
so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this
you may have life through his name.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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FRANCIS’ FOCUS
REFLECTION BY NICK BRODIE

Pope Francis says that when we feel ‘like
Thomas, with the same doubts ... we do not
need to be ashamed of this.” We can all
have moments of uncertainty. Importantly,
the other Apostles never rejected or
harassed Thomas; rather, they
accompanied him.

The story of Thomas shows us that it is
healthy to acknowledge our struggles. As
the Pope puts it, ‘Christians who never
doubt and always flaunt a steadfast faith’
tend to make him think that ‘something
isn’t right.” As the Pope goes on, ‘the
adventure of faith, as for Thomas, consists
of lights and shadows. Otherwise, what
kind of faith would that be?’

Now, generations later, we recall Thomas’
doubt because it has much to teach us.
‘Crises are not sins,” the Pope explains,
‘they are part of the journey, we should not
fear them.’

The Pope encourages us to recognise such
moments as opportunities for grace.
‘Crises help us to recognise that we are
needy,” he suggests, because ‘they
rekindle the need for God and thus enable
us to return to the Lord.” And, as the story
of Thomas so clearly shows, Jesus meets
us where we are in our journey of faith; he
does not expect us to resolve every doubt
on our own before encountering him.

© Nick Brodie.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm
Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the
Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the
Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: We remember in our prayers:

Like newborn infants, you must long for the

pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to | Sick: Cecily Agnew, Michael Agnew, Chris Cantrall, Lorraine Cooper, Mary Della-ca, José

salvation, alleluia. Joaquim De Sousa, Tony Ernst, Brian Hebbe, Ron Hebbe, Austin Hoffman, Liz Matt, Dulcie

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Maynard, Ross Marrone, Cristalina .I\/Iendong:a,'lndi.ra Nanda, Paul Pellendine, _Jen Phill{'ps,

Brine vour hand and feel the place of the nails Allan Seque, Selene Stanholm-Atkins, Ross Timmins, Sharon Wood, Zoe. Bring healing,
g p ) , , .

and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. | €OMfort, and peace to their bodies. Send strength to their carers.

**THE NAMES OF THE SICK WILL BE CLEARED AT THE END OF APRIL. IF YOU WISH FOR A NAME TO

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES REMAIN ON THE LIST, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE **
Third Sunday of Easter, Year C
1st Reading: Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 Baptisms: Mali & Jesse Evans, Idris Potts, Joe Weeks. Called by name to be a child of God
2nd Reading: Revelation 5:11-14
Gospel: John 21:1-19 Recently Deceased: Rev Maurie Cahill, Gerald Irwin (Branxton Thurs 1 May 11am).
MYSTERY. 7 0] Anniversaries: Don Lynch, Pauline O’Gorman, Jennifer Partridge.
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection, Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon them. May their
until you come again. souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest Rev Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton Web: www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au
Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton Promoters of Safeguarding | Singleton Parish: Niamh Marzol
Contact via the Parish Office | Branxton Parish: Allan Humphreys
St Patrick’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook
St Brigid’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Branxton St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335
Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334
Schools in our Parishes
St. Catherine’s Catholic College Principal: Mr David Crawford K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au
Rosary Park Catholic School Principal: Mr Ashley Borg K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au

MAsSS ROSTER - SUNDAY 4 MAY 2025

Branxton Greta Singleton Singleton Singleton Counters
Saturday 6pm Sunday 8.15am Sunday 7am Sunday 10am Sunday 5pm 9.30am Tuesday

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke C Langford J Dries J Dries
Commentator D Clarke G Cattermole VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
Readers H Hartcher . J Tindale T Cochrane P G(.)Odwm

L Harrison - Kevin M

M Thomas E Thomas B Bailey
A Borg

Prayers _ D Clarke P Boyd VOLUNTEER M Cunningham
Offertory J & K Zaragoza J Nightingale G Cattermole VOLUNTEERS Kevin & Jonathon

C Anderson
21 R S Purdon C Miller M Alsleben VOLUNTEER A Borg

Minister
Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the ministry to which you have called us,
may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

WEEKLY MAsSS DIARY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
28 April 29 April 30 April 1 May 2 May 3 May 4 May
St Peter Chanel St Catherine of Siena St Pius V St Joseph the Worker St Athanasius STS PHILIP AND THIRD SUNDAY OF
JAMES, APOSTLES EASTER, YEAR C
OFFICE OPEN OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE CLOSED
8.00am 5.00pm 9.20am 5.00pm 9.20am 9.20am 7.00am Mass
Mass Mass Mass Mass Mass Mass 10.00m Mass
St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s Adoration and 1st Anniversary 5.00pm Mass
Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton Benediction St Patrick’s St Patrick’s
St Patrick’s Singleton Singleton
Singleton
9.20am 11.00am 6.00pm 7.35am Rosary
Mass Funeral Mass Mass 8.15am SCAE
St Catherine’s (Gerald Irwin) St Brigid’s St Catherine’s
Greta St Brigid’s Branxton Greta
Branxton

St Brigid, St Catherine, St Patrick, and St Paul — pray for us


mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:admin@sgtn.mn.catholic.edu.au
mailto:admin@brxtn.mn.catholic.edu.au

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.

If you are new members of our Parish, we ask that you take a Welcome
Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the Member
forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people,
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

Make an Impact - Volunteer Abroad!

Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for
those with little opportunity. Join Palms online
for a special session showcasing how skill-
exchange makes a lasting impact in
communities, from those who’ve done it before. E

Explore our unique opportunities and match

your life experience to the experience of a lifetime!

Venue: Online- Scan the QR or register at palms.org.au/events
Date: Thursday 22 May 2025

Time: 6pm-7pm 02 9560 5333 palms@palms.org.au

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to
promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable
adults. Information brochures are available in the entrance to the
church. If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult,
contact the Office of Safeguarding 02 49791390 or
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit

www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au for more information and resources.

Fr Thomas on Leave and Office Hours
Fr Thomas will be taking leave from 30 April and returning on 1
June. We wish him a safe and restful time away.

During this time, we welcome Fr John Tobin to our parishes to
say Mass for us. Fr Solomon Okovido will also be saying Mass on
some weekends in the Branxton Parish. We thank them both for
their time and assistance.

The Parish Office will be OPEN Monday 28 April and CLOSED on
Tuesday 29 April for Erica to attend the Parish Network Meeting
and Friday 2 May. Keep an eye on the bulletin over the next few
weeks as there are some more changes to office hours.

St Patrick’s 15t Anniversary Mass
The 1st Anniversary Mass will be held on Saturday 3 May 2025

Register for Called and Gifted

Mission & Evangelisation is working with the Catherine of Siena
Institute to offer the Called & Gifted Discernment Process this
year. This will be a significant investment in the people of our
Diocese as we grow our confidence in living and sharing our faith
with others. This is a unique opportunity to journey together as a
Diocese and will begin following Pentecost.

Discerning charisms communally enables parishes to thrive on
the gifts of its people. Far from being “just another program”, this
is a whole new way to look at our parishes. When charisms are
discerned and understood, community members feel
empowered, valued and develop a sense of belonging.

It is critical that participants are aware of, and fully commit to,
the three-part process that involves workshops, a personal
interview and in-depth sessions about using our gifts in the
world. The Called & Gifted Discernment Process has been
incredibly successful in a number of Catholic Diocese across
Australia. The Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and
Ministry will release a national statement on charisms in coming
months re-enforcing our Diocesan commitment to mission and
evangelisation into the future. Registration will close 9 May 2025
via this link https://forms.office.com/r/1J90Q2eqVft For more
information, please contact our Mission & Evangelisation Partner
Formation, Rose McAllister: rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

Formation Friday - “Mary”

at 9.20am. We will be offering Mass for Barry McTaggart, and all
those whose anniversaries occur in May.

We also welcome you to join us to pray the Novena from 9am
each Saturday.

Everyone is welcome at the next Formation Friday event at the
Diocesan Resource Centre (corner of Tudor and Parry Streets,
Newcastle West) on Friday 2 May 2025 from 1pm. You can join
in person or via zoom. Register by calling 0409 033 449.

St Brigid’s Caritas Monthly Luncheon

The St Brigid’s Caritas group will meet for their monthly luncheon
from 12 noon on Friday 9 May at Miller Park Hotel. All are
welcome.

Planned Giving Tax Receipt Request

Envelope and direct debit donors: Please pick up the envelope
addressed to you at the back of the church and complete the
form inside, returning by 31 May 2025. This form asks about
your tax receipt needs for 2024/25 and your preferred donation
method (envelope or direct debit) for 2025/26. If you're not
currently part of our planned giving program but would like to be
in 2025/26, please reach out to the parish office.

Formation Films - Herself

Everyone is welcome at the next Formation Films event at the
Diocesan Resource Centre (corner of Tudor and Parry Streets,
Newcastle West) on Saturday 3 May 2025 from 11.00am. We
will be watching Herself, a story about a young mother who
escapes her abusive husband and fights back against a broken
housing system. She sets out to build her own home and, in the
process, rebuilds her life and re-discovers herself. Morning tea
and lunch will be provided. Bookings are essential by calling
0409 033 4409.

150t Anniversary of St Catherine’s College Singleton

2025 sees the 150% Anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy
developing the catholic education traditions at St Catherine’s
College in Singleton. A group of past and present staff and
students are continuing the historical documentation that Pam
Como began. They would love anything and everything that you
may have from 1974 to the present. These could include
personal stories, memorabilia, uniforms, awards, newsletters or
anything of personal significance relating to the school. They are
particularly looking for yearbooks from 1978-80, 1982-85,
1998-99, 2002, 2004 and 2015-2024.

All items will be returned after the exhibition. Please drop any
items to the Parish Office during office hours, clearly labelled
with your name and contact details.

Diocesan Local Churches Pilgrimage

Our Jubilee Year is now well underway, and eight Local sites of
Pilgrimage are open and ready for you. Pick up a passport up at
any church along the way. Visit one or visit them all. Collect your
stamp, and on each page, re-affirm the spiritual journey you've
committed to this Jubilee Year. An indulgence is on offer with
prayer, Eucharist and acts of mercy. We have a very special long
weekend planned for you. If the idea of visiting all eight Local
sites of Pilgrimage in the Diocese is a little daunting. Mission &
Evangelisation has done all the hard work for you. In just a few
weeks on Friday 16, Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 May, we will
journey with you over three days as each Church hosts mass,
prayer, confession and good old-fashioned hospitality. This will
be a chance to get your entire passport complete and meet
countless new people along the way. Check out the Itinerary at
https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/diocesan-local-churches-

pilgrimage/
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A Prayer for
° Merciful and loving God,
PO pe Fra n C IS We entrust to Your eternal embrace

our Holy Father, Pope Francis,
who walked humbly among us,
spreading Your hope and compassion to the world.

Memorial Mass for
His Holiness Pope Francis

Receive him into Your heavenly kingdom,
where his heart may rest in Your perfect peace.
May his example of mercy, justice, and love
inspire the Church to walk ever closer

to Your light and truth.

O Lord, hear the voices of Your people.

In sorrow, we lift our hearts,

grieving the loss of our shepherd,

who guided us with wisdom, humility, and love.

We thank You for his vision of a Church that listens, ) 3 5
for his unyielding call to hear those at the margins, MondOYI 28 Ap"' 2025
for his fearless challenge to leaders in times .

of injustice, 6 -30p m

for his passionate plea to safeguard
Your sacred creation,

and for his unwavering example of
Christ’s mercy in action.

Sacred Heart Cathedral,
841 Hunter Street,
Newcastle West NSW

May his legacy of hope and love endure
in the hearts of Your faithful,

As we seek solace, strength,

and renewed purpose,

As we carry forth in the days yet to come.

May he be welcomed with delight,

By You and Our Holy Mother, Mary,

His spirit resting in divine peace,

His work fulfilled in Your eternal light.

Through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, our Lord,
We offer this prayer in faith,

Amen.

v VAN
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Memorial Mass for His Holiness Pope Francis

On Monday, 28 April 2025 at 6:30pm, the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle will gather at Sacred Heart Cathedral in
Newcastle West for a special Mass to commemorate Pope Francis, offering fervent prayers for the repose of his soul.
This sacred liturgy will take place after his funeral in Rome, uniting us with the global Catholic community in prayerful
remembrance and thanksgiving. The Catholic Diocese welcomes all across our region to come together in solemn
reflection and communal prayer, honouring the life and legacy of a Pope who embodied humility, mercy, and
unwavering commitment to the Gospel. Guided by the Church’s sacred rites and traditions, this commemorative Mass
will serve as a profound expression of the spiritual bond many shared with Pope Francis, remembering him not for status
or power, but for his deep humanity and tireless devotion to the mission of Christ and His Church. All are welcome -
Catholics and members of other faith traditions — to join in this tribute to a spiritual leader who inspired millions across
the world through compassion, courage, and a heart open to all communities.

UNITE © 2 Cari PROJECT
AGAINST %I;* gg%ﬁf COMPASSION

FOVROPY THANK YOU!

this Lent

Caritas Australia would like to express our heartfelt thanks for your incredible support of Project Compassion this
Lent. If you still have your Project Compassion box or donation envelope at home, please return
them next week at Mass.

Your generosity is helping to empower the world’s most vulnerable communities, enabling them to overcome
challenges and lift themselves out of poverty.Together, we are creating a better tomorrow, helping vulnerable
communities build stronger futures for themselves and empowering them to break free from the cycle of poverty.
Thank you for standing with us!

It’s not too late to donate. You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the donation boxes, envelopes or
by scanning the QR code above. Or online at: caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling: 1800 024 413




