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The Catholic Parishes of Branxton and Singleton are part of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, Year C

First Reading Acts 10:34. 3743
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his
household: ‘You must have heard about the
recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after
John had been preaching baptism. God had
anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power, and because God was with him, Jesus
went about doing good and curing all who
had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I,
and those with me, can witness to everything
he did throughout the countryside of Judaea
and in Jerusalem itself: and also to the fact
that they killed him by hanging him on a tree,
yet three days afterwards God raised him to
life and allowed him to be seen, not by the
whole people but only by certain witnesses
God had chosen beforehand. Now we are
those witnesses - we have eaten and drunk
with him after his resurrection from the dead
- and he has ordered us to proclaim this to
his people and to tell them that God has
appointed him to judge everyone, alive or
dead. It is to him that all the prophets bear
this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will
have their sins forgiven through his name.’
The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23. R. v.24

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.

Let the sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.” (R.)

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
his right hand raised me up.

| shall not die, | shall live

and recount his deeds. (R.)

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.

This is the work of the Lord,

a marvel in our eyes. (R.)

Second Reading Colossians 3:1-4
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians.

Since you have been brought back to true life
with Christ, you must look for the things that
are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s
right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly
things, not on the things that are on the
earth, because you have died, and now the
life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But
when Christ is revealed - and he is your life
- you too will be revealed in all your glory with
him

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Sequence

Christians, to the Paschal
sacrifice and praise.

The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;

and Christ, the undefiled, hath sinners to his
Father reconciled.

Death with life contended: combat strangely
ended!

Life’s own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon
the way.

The tomb the Living did enclose;

| saw Christ’s glory as he rose!

The angels there attesting;

shroud with grave-clothes resting.

Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before
you into Galilee.

That Christ is truly risen from the dead we
know.

Victorious king, thy mercy show!

Victim offer

Gospel Acclamation 1 Cor 5:7-8

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;
let us feast with joy in the Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel Jn 20:1-9
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
John.

It was very early on the first day of the week
and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came
to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been
moved away from the tomb and came
running to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one Jesus loved. ‘They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb’ she said ‘and
we don’t know where they have put him.’

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go
to the tomb. They ran together, but the other
disciple, running faster than Peter, reached
the tomb first; he bent down and saw the
linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not
go in. Simon Peter who was following now
came up, went right into the tomb, saw the
linen cloths on the ground, and also the cloth
that had been over his head; this was not
with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place
by itself. Then the other disciple who had
reached the tomb first also went in; he saw
and he believed. Till this moment they had
failed to understand the teaching of
scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and
the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee
on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

20 April 2025

FRANCIS’ FOCUS
REFLECTION BY NICK BRODIE

The joy of Easter, Pope Francis reminds us,
is a call ‘to experience the risen Christ and
to share the experience with others.” Like
the women finding the tomb empty and
telling the disciples, or Peter running to the
tomb when he heard the news, we are
called to respond to the message with
action! We are meant to become bearers
and sharers of hope: He is Risen!

As the Pope suggests, sometimes this
means that we have ‘to roll away the stone
from the tomb where we may have
enclosed the Lord.” We need to be open to
being changed.

‘A Christianity that seeks the Lord among
the ruins of the past and encloses him in
the tomb of habit’, the Pope declares
emphatically, ‘is a Christianity without
Easter.” Every year, therefore, we should
take up anew this opportunity to follow our
Lord with joyful hope. Each Easter is an
opportunity to proclaim Christ Risen in our
own time and place.

‘Let us make Jesus,” the Pope says, ‘rise
again from all those tombs in which we
have sealed him.” Let us embrace this
Easter opportunity for ‘encountering him
today as the living God who desires to
change us and to change our world.” Let us
proclaim the Resurrection by what we do
next.

© Nick Brodie.

Nick Brodie is an Australian historian and writer who is
currently Dean of Academic Studies of Jane Franklin Hall in
Hobart. A graduate of the Australian National University,
Flinders University, and the University of Tasmania, he is the
author of several books on Australian history and numerous
essays on historical, political, and religious topics. In 2017
he was awarded the Bruce Mansfield Prize for the best article
in the Journal of Religious History. He is currently studying

Theology.



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: We remember in our prayers:

I have risen, and | am with you still, alleluia.

You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. Sick: Cecily Agnew, Michael Agnew, Chris Cantrall, Lorraine Cooper, Mary Della-ca, José
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, | Joaquim De Sousa, Tony Ernst, Brian Hebbe, Ron Hebbe, Austin Hoffman, Liz Matt, Dulcie
alleluia. Maynard, Ross Marrone, Cristalina Mendonca, Indira Nanda, Paul Pellendine, Jen Phillips,

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: . . . . .
) - .| Allan Seque, Selene Stanholm-Atkins, Ross Timmins, Sharon Wood, Zoe. Bring healing,
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia;

therefore let us keep the feast with the | COMfort, and peace to their bodies. Send strength to their carers.

unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia,

**THE NAMES OF THE SICK WILL BE CLEARED AT THE END OF APRIL. IF YOU WISH FOR A NAME TO

alleluia.
NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES REMAIN ON THE LIST, PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE **
Second Sunday of Easter, Year C Anniversaries: Reverend James Saunders, Reverend Paul Simms, Barbara Jones, Win
1st Reading: Acts 5:12-16 Nowland.
2nd Reading: Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19
Gospel: John 20:19-31 Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon them. May their
MYSTERY OF FAITH souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess
your Resurrection, until you come again.
PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest Rev Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton Web: www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au
Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton Promoters of Safeguarding | Singleton Parish: Niamh Marzol
Contact via the Parish Office | Branxton Parish: Allan Humphreys
St Patrick’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook
St Brigid’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Branxton St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335
Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334
Schools in our Parishes
St. Catherine’s Catholic College Principal: Mr David Crawford K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au
Rosary Park Catholic School Principal: Mr Ashley Borg K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au

MAsSS ROSTER — SUNDAY 27 APRIL 2025

Branxton Greta Singleton Singleton Singleton Counters
Saturday 6pm Sunday 8.15am Sunday 7am Sunday 10am Sunday 5pm 9.30am Tuesday

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke C Langford J Dries J Dries J Woolley
Commentator L Harrison G Cattermole VOLUNTEER H Rapp
Readers H Rapp

J Stafa A Humphreys S Bates L Stevgnson C Brackenrig

S Stafa N Alexandroy H Sapitula A

O Brackenrig
Prayers _ L Harrison H Duldulao Donna A Skardon
Offertory C & ATrunk C Miller J Tindale VOLUNTEER VOLUNTEER
N Ernst E Thomas

21 R P Conroy D Clarke J Dunn T Cochrane VOLUNTEER

Minister
Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the ministry to which you have called us,
may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

WEEKLY MAsSS DIARY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
21 April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April 26 April 27 April
MONDAY WITHIN THE | TUESDAY WITHIN THE WEDS WITHIN THE THURS WITHIN THE FRIDAY WITHIN THE SAT WITHIN THE SECOND SUNDAY OF
OCTAVE OF EASTER OCTAVE OF EASTER OCTAVE OF EASTER OCTAVE OF EASTER OCTAVE OF EASTER OCTAVE OF EASTER EASTER, YEAR C
OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE CLOSED
8.00am 5.00pm 9.20am 5.00pm 9.20am 9.20am 7.00am Mass
Mass Mass Mass Mass Anointing Mass Mass 10.00m Mass
St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s ANZAC DAY St Patrick’s 5.00pm SCAE
Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton St Patrick’s Singleton St Patrick’s
Singleton Singleton
5.00pm
SCAE

Glendon Brook

9.20am 9.20am 6.00pm 7.35am Rosary
Mass Mass Mass 8.15am Mass
St Catherine’s St Brigid’s St Brigid’s St Catherine’s

Greta Branxton Branxton Greta

St Brigid, St Catherine, St Patrick, and St Paul — pray for us


mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:admin@sgtn.mn.catholic.edu.au
mailto:admin@brxtn.mn.catholic.edu.au

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.

If you are new members of our Parish, we ask that you take a Welcome
Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the Member
forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people,
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to
promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable
adults. Information brochures are available in the entrance to the
church. If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult,
contact the Office of Safeguarding 02 49791390 or
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit

www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au for more information and resources.

Donations for Easter Decorations
If you would like to make a donation towards the altar
decorations in Singleton for Easter, please see Frieda King.

Register for Called and Gifted
Mission & Evangelisation is working with the Catherine of Siena

Institute to offer the Called & Gifted Discernment Process this
year. This will be a significant investment in the people of our
Diocese as we grow our confidence in living and sharing our faith
with others. This is a unique opportunity to journey together as a
Diocese and will begin following Pentecost.

Discerning charisms communally enables parishes to thrive on
the gifts of its people. Far from being “just another program”, this
is a whole new way to look at our parishes. When charisms are
discerned and understood, community members feel
empowered, valued and develop a sense of belonging.

It is critical that participants are aware of, and fully commit to,
the three-part process that involves workshops, a personal
interview and in-depth sessions about using our gifts in the
world. The Called & Gifted Discernment Process has been
incredibly successful in a number of Catholic Diocese across
Australia. The Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and
Ministry will release a national statement on charisms in coming
months re-enforcing our Diocesan commitment to mission and
evangelisation into the future. Registration will close 9 May 2025
via this link https://forms.office.com/r/1J9Q2eqVft For more
information, please contact our Mission & Evangelisation Partner
Formation, Rose McAllister: rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

St Brigid’s Caritas Monthly Luncheon

The St Brigid’s Caritas group will meet for their monthly luncheon
from 12 noon on Friday 9 May at Miller Park Hotel. All are
welcome to join them.

The St Brigid’s Caritas Group would like to wish everyone a
Peaceful, Safe and Holy Easter.

Memorial Service

A memorial service celebrating the life of Kevin Tope, son of
Carmel and lan Tope, will be held on Saturday 26 April 2025 at
10am in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton.

Youth Mass and Canonization Celebration

On 27 April 2025, the Chisholm region will host a youth-focused
celebration in honour of Carlo Acutis’ canonization, a
momentous occasion in the Church’s Jubilee Year. Carlo, a
modern role model for young people, inspires us all through his
deep faith and love for the Eucharist. We invite you to a special
Mass at 4:00 pm at St. Bede’s Catholic College, Chisholm, with
priests from the Hunter Deanery joining us in this sacred
celebration. This Mass will be led entirely by our young people of
the Hunter Deanery, showcasing their faith, dedication, and
leadership. We encourage everyone to come and support them
as we celebrate a saint who will shape the future of our youth.

The St Brigid’s Caritas group will meet for their monthly luncheon
from 12 noon on Friday 9 May at Miller Park Hotel. All are
welcome to join them.

The St Brigid’'s Caritas Group would like to wish everyone a
Peaceful, Safe and Holy Easter.

Make an Impact - Volunteer Abroad!

Use your knowledge to build self-reliance for
those with little opportunity. Join Palms online for
a special session showcasing how skill-exchange
makes a lasting impact in communities, from
those who’ve done it before. Explore our unique
opportunities and match your life experience to
the experience of a lifetime!

Venue: Online- Scan the QR or register at palms.org.au/events

Date: Thursday 22 May 2025
Time: 6pm-7pm 02 9560 5333 palms@palms.org.au

150t Anniversary of St Catherine’s College Singleton

2025 sees the 150t Anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy
developing the catholic education traditions at St Catherine’s
College in Singleton. A group of past and present staff and
students are continuing the historical documentation that Pam
Como began. They would love anything and everything that you
may have from 1974 to the present. These could include
personal stories, memorabilia, uniforms, awards, newsletters or
anything of personal significance relating to the school. They are
particularly looking for yearbooks from 1978-80, 1982-85,
1998-99, 2002, 2004 and 2015-2024.

All items will be returned after the exhibition. Please drop any
items to the Parish Office during office hours, clearly labelled
with your name and contact details.

Jesus said, “Do not hold on fo me,
for | have not yet ascended fo the Father.
Go instead fo my brothers and tell them,
‘l am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God."”

JOHN 20:17

———

Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the dead
is the ultimate reason for our hope as Christians.
| wish all of you, your families, and loved ones
a very happy and hope-filled Easter.

*/”/L’/
Bishop Michael Kennedy
BISHOP OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE
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http://www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au/
https://forms.office.com/r/1J9Q2eqVft
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

ONENEE B RA | Cuuldzii. 5 AR

As we celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, we rejoice in the light that breaks through every darkness.
This Easter, our hearts are especially uplifted as we journey together as Pilgrims of Hope in this Jubilee Year—a
sacred time of renewal, grace, and profound joy.

In this jubilee year, we're reminded that Easter represents the ultimate jubilee - our liberation from sin and death.
Just as ancient jubilees restored lands and freed captives, Christ's victory has restored our inheritance in God's
kingdom and freed us from spiritual bondage.

As pilgrims, we walk forward in hope, that our parish will become a more vibrant community radiating the light of
risen Christ. As resurrection of Jesus gave strength and courage to the apostles to be his witnesses, let this Easter
encourage us to be active parishioners who are ready to give our time, talents and treasure for the building up of
the kingdom of God. His Resurrection calls us to be witnesses of new life, peace, and mercy in a world longing
for healing.

May this Easter fill your hearts with renewed faith, steadfast hope, and the courage to continue the journey,
carrying the light of the Risen Christ into every corner of our lives and community. Each step forward in faith,
each act of compassion, each moment of worship marks our jubilee pilgrimage.

Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

In Christ’s love,
Fr Thomas Chirackal

UNITEY S Caritas | PROJECT
AGAINST 7B AUSTRALA | COMPASSION

POVERTY Easter Sunday

- 20th April 2025
this Lent

Happy Easter from all of us here at Caritas Australia!

As we celebrate this season of hope and renewal, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude for your support
through Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion this Lent.

As we reflect on the Easter message of love, compassion, and new beginnings, we are reminded of the
incredible impact your contributions make. Together, we are building a world where no one is left behind.

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty through Caritas Australia’s Project
Compassion 2025 Lenten appeal.

It’s not too late to donate. You can support Project Compassion 2025 through the donation boxes, envelopes
or by scanning the QR code above. Or online at: caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling: 1800 024 413

Thank you for standing with us, as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent.




