
First Reading  

 1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23 
A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

Saul set off and went down to the wilderness 

of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand men 

chosen from Israel to search for David in the 

wilderness of Ziph. 

So in the dark David and Abishai made their 

way towards the force, where they found Saul 

asleep inside the camp, his spear stuck in 

the ground beside his head, with Abner and 

the troops lying round him. 

Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God has 

put your enemy in your power; so now let me 

pin him to the ground with his own spear. Just 

one stroke! I will not need to strike him twice. 

David answered Abishai, Do not kill him, for 

who can lift his hand against the Lord’s 

anointed and be without guilt?’ David took 

the spear and the pitcher of water from 

beside Saul’s head, and they made off. No 

one saw, no one knew, no one woke up; they 

were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the 

Lord had fallen on them. 

David crossed to the other side and halted on 

the top of the mountain a long way off; there 

was a wide space between them. David then 

called out, ‘Here is the king’s spear. Let one 

of the soldiers come across and take it. The 

Lord repays everyone for his uprightness and 

loyalty. Today the Lord put you in my power, 

but I would not raise my hand against the 

Lord’s anointed.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

 Ps 102:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13. R. v.8 
 

(R.)  The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings.  (R.) 
 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 

who heals every one of your ills, 

who redeems your life from the grave, 

who crowns you with love and compassion. 

(R.) 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 

slow to anger and rich in mercy. 

He does not treat us according to our sins 

nor repay us according to our faults.  (R.) 
 

As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 

As a father has compassion on his sons, 

the Lord has pity on those who fear him.  (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading  1 Cor 15:45-49 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 

the Corinthians 

The first man, Adam, as scripture says, 

became a living soul; but the last Adam has 

become a life-giving spirit. That is, first the 

one with the soul, not the spirit, and after 

that, the one with the spirit. The first man, 

being from the earth, is earthly by nature; the 

second man is from heaven. As this earthly 

man was, so are we on earth; and as the 

heavenly man is, so are we in heaven. And 

we, who have been modelled on the earthly 

man, will be modelled on the heavenly man. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  John 13:34 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I give you a new commandment; 

love one another as I have loved you. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel  Luke 6:27-38 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Luke. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you 

who are listening: Love your enemies, do 

good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. 

To the man who slaps you on one cheek, 

present the other cheek too; to the man who 

takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your 

tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and do 

not ask for your property back from the man 

who robs you. Treat others as you would like 

them to treat you. If you love those who love 

you, what thanks can you expect? Even 

sinners love those who love them. And if you 

do good to those who do good to you, what 

thanks can you expect? For even sinners do 

that much. And if you lend to those from 

whom you hope to receive, what thanks can 

you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to 

get back the same amount. Instead, love 

your enemies and do good, and lend without 

any hope of return. You will have a great 

reward, and you will be sons of the Most High, 

for he himself is kind to the ungrateful and 

the wicked. 

‘Be compassionate as your Father is 

compassionate. Do not judge, and you will 

not be judged yourselves; do not condemn, 

and you will not be condemned yourselves; 

grant pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, 

and there will be gifts for you: a full measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, and running 

over, will be poured into your lap; because 

the amount you measure out is the amount 

you will be given back.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

 
 

FR ANCI S’  F OCU S  
REFLECTION BY NICK BRODIE 

‘To go beyond instinct, to go beyond 

hatred,’ Pope Francis suggests, is 

fundamental. However bad it gets, Jesus 

calls on us to see those who wrong us as 

God sees them: as creatures loved into 

existence, still capable of good. 

Understandably, we find this challenging. 

But, as the Pope points out, Jesus faced 

such situations himself and shows us what 

turning the cheek really means. 

By not trading strike for strike, Jesus 

avoids becoming like those who struck him 

in the first place. Jesus does not give in to 

injustice. Rather, he reveals it. 

During his Passion, as the Pope explains, 

Jesus ‘asks for an account of the wrong 

done to him.’ He calls it out, gently but 

firmly. ‘With his question,’ the Pope affirm, 

‘Jesus denounces what is unjust. But he 

does so without anger, without violence, 

indeed with kindness.’ 

In any conflict, whether personal or 

international, we are therefore called to 

unmask the absurdity of hatred by being 

the ‘one who has a greater inner strength,’ 

to use our voice rather than fists, or 

gestures rather than words. 

Ultimately, as the Pope declares: ‘Turning 

the other cheek does not have to mean 

suffering in silence, giving in to injustice.’ 

It means transforming the moment to 

bring light to the darkness. 

 
© Nick Brodie

St Patrick’s, Singleton  

St Brigid’s, Branxton  

St Catherine’s, Greta 

Immaculate Conception, Broke 

St Paul’s, Glendon Brook 
 

The Catholic Parishes of Branxton and Singleton are part of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

  

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C  23 February 2025 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 

published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 

Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 

permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm 

Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 

Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 

of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 

1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 

rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of 

the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 

the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



P A R I S H  C O N T A C T S  
Parish Priest Rev Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton Promoters of Safeguarding 
Contact via the Parish Office 

Singleton Parish: Niamh Marzol 
Branxton Parish: Lydia Gorczyca 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mr David Crawford K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Mr Ashley Borg K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
O Lord, I trust in your merciful love.  
My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will 
sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with 
me. 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

I will recount all your wonders, 
I will rejoice in you and be glad, 
and sing psalms to your name, O Most High. 

We remember in our prayers:  
Sick: Cecily Agnew, Lorraine Cooper, Mary Della-ca, Jose De Sousa, Tony Ernst, Ron Hebbe, 

Austin Hoffman, Liz Matt, Dulcie Maynard, Indira Nanda, Jen Phillips, Allan Seque, Selene 

Stanholm-Atkins, Ross Timmins, Sharon Wood, Zoe. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to their 

bodies. Send strength to their carers. 

Baptisms: Cooper and Charlee Roscoe (Greta). Called by name to be a child of God. 

Recently Deceased: Libby Slattery (Fri 28 Feb 11am St Patrick’s) 

Anniversaries: Victor Trunk.  

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls 

and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 

Mass intentions may be written on an envelope and placed on the collection plate, emailed or phoned to the Parish Office 
by 12pm Wednesday. Mass offering envelopes are available in each church. Please write details clearly to avoid errors. A 
reminder that you need the permission of the person or their family to enable names to be published. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, C 
1st Read: Sirach 27:4-7 
2nd Read: 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
Gospel: Luke 6:39-45 

MYSTERY OF FAITH 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and 

profess your Resurrection, until you 

come again.  

 

W E E K L Y  M A S S  D I A R Y  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

24 February 
 

25 February 
 

26 February 
 

27 February 
St Gregory 

28 February 
 

1 March 
 

2 March 
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME, 

YEAR C 

OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN   

8.00am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

5.30pm 

Sacramental 

Information Night 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am  

Anointing Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

11.00am  

Mass 

Mercy Home 

 

 

9.00am Novena 

9.20am Mass 

1st ANNIVERSARY 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

 

Jubilee Pilgrimage 

Sacred Heart 

7.00am SCAE 

10.00m SCAE 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 
 

7.35am  Rosary 

8.15am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 

 

St Brigid, St Catherine, St Patrick, and St Paul – pray for us 

 

M A S S  R O S T E R  –  SU N D A Y  2  MA R C H  2025 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 

Counters 

9.30am Tuesday 

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke SCAE LEADER REQ J Dries J Dries J Woolley 

Commentator  L Gorczyca G Cattermole VOLUNTEER NEEDED VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Readers H Hartcher 

C Trunk 
A Humphreys 

J Tindale 

E Thomas 

SCAE LEADER REQ  

T Cochrane 

P Goodwin 

A Borg 

 

Prayers  L Gorczyca P Boyd VOLUNTEER NEEDED Kevin M  

Offertory M Thomas 

K Gould 

J Nightingale 

N Ernst 
G Cattermole VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Kevin M 

Jonathon M 

Extraordinary 

Minister 
P Conroy D Clarke M Alsleben VOLUNTEER NEEDED A Borg 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the ministry to which you have called us,  

may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:admin@sgtn.mn.catholic.edu.au
mailto:admin@brxtn.mn.catholic.edu.au


Weekly Notices 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.  

If you are new members of our Parish, we ask that you take a Welcome 

Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the Member 

forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people, 

who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. 

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

Reconciliation. 

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to 

promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable 

adults. Information brochures are available in the entrance to the 

church. If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult, 

contact the Office of Safeguarding 02 49791390 or 

childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit 

www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au for more information and resources. 

Changes this Week 

The Parish Office will be CLOSED Monday.  

Fr Thomas will be attending the Diocesan Jubilee Pilgrimage on 

Sunday 2 March so there will be NO MORNING MASS in Singleton 

that day. Fr John will say Mass in Greta.  
 

2025 Parish Sacramental Program 

Children in Year 3 and above in 2025 who are ready to receive 

the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and Holy 

Communion are invited to join the Parish Sacramental Program. 

Singleton Parish will hold an information session on Wednesday 

26 February 2025 at 5.30pm in St Patrick’s Church. 
 

St Patrick’s 1st Anniversary Mass 

The 1st Anniversary Mass will be held on Saturday 1 March 2025 

at 9.20am. We will be offering Mass for Kenneth Hawkins, and 

all those whose anniversaries occur in March.  

We also welcome you to join us to pray the Novena from 9am 

each Saturday 
 

Diocesan Launch of the Jubilee Year 

Bishop Michael invites everyone to celebrate the Jubilee Year 

with a Diocesan pilgrimage on Sunday 2 March 2025 from 

Nobby’s Beach (8am) to Sacred Heart Cathedral, culminating in 

Mass (10am) and a Festival (11am) in the Cathedral precinct 

grounds. The festival will feature an official Launch of Project 

Compassion 2025 and distribution of some resources. All 

corners of the Diocese are encouraged to have representation 

and involvement as we mark Pope Francis’ theme - Pilgrims of 

Hope. For more information email mission@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Farewell for Lydia Gorczyca 

Lydia Gorczyca has been the sacristan for many years at St 

Catherine’s Church Greta. She has also served on the Parish 

Pastoral Council and coordinated the Parish Sacramental 

Program. Her and her husband John will be leaving the parish in 

March to move into a beautiful village in Morpeth. To wish them 

both well a morning tea will be held after Mass in Greta on 

Sunday 2 March. Everyone from Branxton-Greta Parish is invited 

to come along to celebrate their time in our Parish.  
 

World Day of Prayer - 2025 

The 2025 World Day of Prayer will be held on Friday 7 March at 

10am in the Uniting Church, Branxton and at 7pm in All Saints 

Anglican Church, Singleton. This year’s country of focus is the 

Cook Islands. Attendees to both services are asked to bring a 

plate of food to share. 
 

 

150th Anniversary of St Catherine’s College Singleton 

2025 sees the 150th Anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy 

developing the catholic education traditions at St Catherine’s 

College in Singleton. A group of past and present staff and 

students are continuing the historical documentation that Pam 

Como began. They would love anything and everything that you 

may have from 1974 to the present. These could include 

personal stories, memorabilia, uniforms, awards, newsletters or 

anything of personal significance relating to the school. All items 

will be returned. Please drop any items to the Parish Office during 

office hours, clearly labelled with your name and contact details. 
 

Diocesan Pilgrimage 2025 

Join us on pilgrimage this Jubilee Year with Bishop 

Michael Kennedy as we visit the biblical sites and 

spiritual heights of Greece, Turkey and Italy from 25 

September -12 October.  

Scan the QR Code or visit www.mn.catholic.org.au and click the 

2025 Jubilee Year Information tile for more information, the 

application form, and costings.  
 

Potential Cathedral Changes Being Considered 

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is currently facing a 

space constraint in the temporary crypt located under the altar 

in St. John the Baptist Oratory. You are invited to attend a briefing 

and feedback session regarding the Bishops Crypt on 11 March 

at 10am or 6pm in the Victor Peters Suite at Newcastle West.  

For more information please go to 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/news/potential-

cathedral-changes-being-considered/  
 

Rite of Election Mass 

The Rite of Election on Sunday 9 March 2025 is an opportunity 

to welcome all catechumens who will be baptised in their 

parishes at the Easter Vigil [a catechumen is an unbaptised 

person whose search for meaning has brought them to the 

Catholic Church]. Please join in witness and prayerful support of 

those who choose to be Catholic within this Jubilee Year of Hope. 

It starts at 2.30pm at Sacred Heart Cathedral Newcastle West, 

followed by afternoon tea. RSVP for catering to E 

mission@mn.catholic.org.au. Enquiries to Fiona P 0408 895 

951. 
 

Diocesan Resource Centre Events in March 

Formation Friday – Indulgences Friday 7 March, 

1pm. Meet with other community members via 

Zoom or in the Diocesan Resource Centre Library for 

a chance to reflect and discuss seasons, moments 

and mysteries of the church and our faith. 

Human Library – Friday 28 March, 10am. Our 

“Human Books” will discuss Pilgrimage, the good 

and bad, what they learned and how it made them 

feel. Showing images and answering questions, you 

will be immersed in Pilgrimage.  

Use the QR links to Register or email 

domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Symbolon – The Catholic Faith Explained 

MacKillop Parish presents Symbolon. It is a faith formation series 

presented by Dr. Edward Sri and a team of theologians from the 

Augustine Institute. It presents the various facets of the Church's 

teachings that have been in existence for over 2000 years. You 

are invited to come along to this free event which will run for 10 

weeks starting on Wednesday, 5 February 2025 till Wednesday, 

9 April 2025 from 6:30pm to 8:30pm, in the Function Room at 

St Mary of the Cross Parish Hub, Charlestown. Register at the 

door. Light refreshments will be served. Feel free to invite anyone 

you might know who may also be interested in learning more 

about the Catholic Faith. Please see the flyer and episode guide 

for more details. For more information, please contact Yvonne 

Rego on 0450 323 206.  

mailto:childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au
http://www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au/
mailto:mission@mn.catholic.org.au
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CELEBRATE THE WORD OF GOD 

WITH A  NEW BIBLE  

The Parish Office has a range of New Community Bibles and Missals 

available to purchase. The New Community Bible (NCB) published by St 

Pauls Publications is the revised edition of the popular Christian 

Community Bible translated by Late Bernardo Hurault, a French Priest 

and biblical scholar, from original languages to Spanish in 1971. Since 

then, it has been translated into many languages and millions of copies 

have been distributed.  

1. The New Community Bible (Red Hardcover) $35 

2. The New Community Bible (White Softcover) $45 

3. The New Community Bible: New Testament (small blue) $8.00 

4. St Pauls Sunday Missal Popular Edition (hardcover) $35 

5. St Pauls Weekday Missal Popular Edition (hardcover) $70 

6. God’s Word Reflection Books - $15 


