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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

First Reading Isaiah 6:1-8
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

In the year of King Uzziah’s death | saw the

Lord seated on a high throne; his train filled

the sanctuary; above him stood seraphs,

each one with six wings.

And they cried out to one another in this way,
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.

His glory fills the whole earth.’

The foundations of the threshold shook with

the voice of the one who cried out, and the

Temple was filled with smoke. | said:

‘What a wretched state | am in! | am lost,
for  am a man of unclean lips

and | live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have looked at the King, the
Lord of hosts.’

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding

in his hand a live coal which he had taken

from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this
he touched my mouth and said:

‘See now, this has touched your lips,

your sin is taken away,

your iniquity is purged.’

Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying;:
‘Whom shall | send? Who will be our
messenger?’

| answered, ‘Here | am, send me.’

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 137:1-5. 7-8.R. v.1

(R.) In the sight of the angels | will sing
your praises, Lord.

| thank you, Lord, with all my heart,

you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels | will bless you.

| will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

| thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.

On the day | called, you answered;

you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)

All earth’s kings shall thank you

when they hear the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the Lord’s ways;

‘How great is the glory of the Lord!" (R.)

You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.

Your love, O Lord, is eternal,

discard not the work of your hands. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
the Corinthians (Shorter Form)

In the first place, | taught you what | had been
taught myself, namely that Christ died for our
sins, in accordance with the scriptures; that
he was buried; and that he was raised to life
on the third day, in accordance with the
scriptures; that he appeared first to Cephas
and secondly to the Twelve. Next he
appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers at the same time, most of whom are
still alive, though some have died; then he
appeared to James, and then to all the
apostles; and last of all he appeared to me
too; it was as though | was born when no one
expected it. But what matters is that | preach
what they preach, and this is what you all
believed.

The Word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:19

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come follow me, says the Lord,

and | will make you fishers of my people.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 5:1-11
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of
Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round
him listening to the word of God, when he
caught sight of two boats close to the bank.
The fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of
the boats - it was Simon’s - and asked him
to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the crowds from the boat.
When he had finished speaking he said to
Simon, ‘Put out into deep water and pay out
your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,” Simon replied
‘we worked hard all night long and caught
nothing, but if you say so, | will pay out the
nets.” And when they had done this they
netted such a huge number of fish that their
nets began to tear, so they signalled to their
companions in the other boat to come and
help them; when these came, they filled the
two boats to sinking point.

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the
knees of Jesus saying, ‘Leave me Lord; | am
a sinful man.” For he and all his companions
were completely overcome by the catch they
had made; so also were James and John,
sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s
partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be
afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.’
Then, bringing their boats back to land, they
left everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY

FRANCIS’ FOCUS
REFLECTION BY NICK BRODIE

‘God does not want a cruise ship,” Pope
Francis quips while reflecting on today’s
Gospel passage. Instead, as he points out,
when the fishermen are tired and dejected
Jesus climbs into their boat with them.
Moreover, in doing so, Jesus encourages
them to go out again for what turns out to
be a greater purpose. Their lives are
changed when they let Jesus in the boat.

The Pope reminds us that Our Lord can
‘make use of our poverty to proclaim his
richness, of our miseries to proclaim his
mercy.” Provided, that is, we welcome him
into our lives and livelihoods.

When we work with God, trusting that
Jesus shows us the way, then we will find
our true calling. We might even gain the
courage to leave our familiar boat behind!

What is crucial, the Pope asserts, is that
we ‘set out anew with him and to sail a new
sea,” open to surprises along the way.
When we serve Jesus, the Pope affirms,
‘he accomplishes great things in us.” We
should therefore heed Jesus’ call to each
one of us, which is, the Pope suggests, ‘to
go out into the open sea of the humanity of
our time, in order to be withesses to
goodness and mercy.’

© Nick Brodie

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm
Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the
Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the
Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

O come, let us worship God and bow low
before the God who made us, for he is the
Lord our God.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:

Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his
wonders for the children of men, for he
satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry he
fills with good things.

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, C

1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20
Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26

MYSTERY OF FAITH

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and
profess your Resurrection, until you
come again.

PARISH CONTACTS

Parish Priest Rev Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au

Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm)
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton

We remember in our prayers:

Sick: Cecily Agnew, Lorraine Cooper, Mary Della-ca, Jose De Sousa, Tony Ernst, Ron Hebbe,
Austin Hoffman, Liz Matt, Indira Nanda, Allan Seque, Selene Stanholm-Atkins, Ross Timmins,
Sharon Wood, Zoe. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to their bodies. Send strength to their
carers.

Anniversaries: Cec Crouch, Andrew Humphreys, Harold Stocks, Cecil Thomas, Daisy Tierney,
Francis Trunk.

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and may light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls
and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

Mass intentions may be written on an envelope and placed on the collection plate, emailed or phoned to the Parish Office
by 12pm Wednesday. Mass offering envelopes are available in each church. Please write details clearly to avoid errors. A
reminder that you need the permission of the person or their family to enable names to be published.

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au
Web: www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au

Parish Secretary

Promoters of Safeguarding | Singleton Parish: Niamh Marzol
Contact via the Parish Office | Branxton Parish: Lydia Gorczyca
PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton

St Patrick’s Parish

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330

Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke

Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook

St Brigid’s Parish PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048)
Branxton St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334

Schools in our Parishes

St. Catherine’s Catholic College
Rosary Park Catholic School

St Nicholas Early Education Singleton
St Nicholas Early Education Branxton

K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600
K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541
Office: 02 4015 2860
Office: 02 4931 1220

Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au
Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au
Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au
Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au

Principal: Mr Dave Crawford
Principal: Mr Ashley Borg
Director: Ms Alex Stafford
Director: Ms Stella Danks

ASS ROSTER - SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY 202
Branxton Greta Singleton Singleton Singleton Counters
Saturday 6pm Sunday 8am Sunday 7am Sunday 10am Sunday 6pm 9.30am Tuesday

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke VOLUNTEER NEEDED| J Dries J Dries J Brackenrig
Commentator K Ingold G Cattermole VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Readers J Stafa L Gorczyca C Spiteri T Cochrane SCAE LEADER REQ

S Stafa D Thompson St Catherine’s Staff
Prayers K Ingold E Thomas VOLUNTEER NEEDED| St Catherine’s Staff
Offertory K Jones C Anderson G Cattermole VOLUNTEER NEEDED| St Catherine’s Staff

K Jones L Harrison
Rosary Leader D Clarke

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the ministry to which you have called us,
may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

WEEKLY MAsSS DIARY
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
10 February 11 February 12 February 13 February 14 February 15 February 16 February
St Scholastica Our Lady of Lourdes St Cyril & Methodius SIXTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME,
YEAR C
OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE OPEN OFFICE OPEN
8.00am 6.00pm 9.20am 6.00pm 9.20am 9.00am Novena | 7.00am Mass
Mass Mass Mass Mass Mass 9.20am Mass 10.00m Mass
St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s St Patrick’s 6.00pm SCAE
Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton Singleton St Patrick’s
Singleton
11.00am
Mass
Elizabeth Gates
9.20am NO MASS 6.00pm 7.35am Rosary
Mass St Brigid’s Mass 8.15am
St Catherine’s Branxton St Brigid’s Mass
Greta Branxton St Catherine’s
Greta

St Brigid, St Catherine, St Patrick, and St Paul — pray for us
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mailto:singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.

If you are new members of our Parish, we ask that you take a Welcome
Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the Member
forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people,
who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.
We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation.

SAFEGUARDING OUR CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment to
promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and vulnerable
adults. Information brochures are available in the entrance to the
church. If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult,
contact the Office of Safeguarding 02 49791390 or
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au or visit

PARISH PROPERTY NEWS
SINGLETON PARISH
The sale of 13 Campbell St, Singleton was settled on Friday 31
January 2025. The property was sold for $506,000. The Finance
Council will meet to discuss options for the use of these funds.

BRANXTON PARISH

The vacant property adjacent to Rosary Park Catholic School in
Station Street was transferred to the Catholic Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle for future expansion of the school. The
Diocese have given the Branxton Parish $880,000 for this land.
The Branxton Parish Finance Council have proposed that these
funds be used to subdivide land on the corner of Maitland and
Station Streets to build two dwellings. It is proposed that these
dwellings will then be leased to provide the parish with a
sustainable income in the future.

www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au for more information and resources.

2025 Parish Sacramental Program

Expression of interests are being sought for children in Year 3
and above in 2025 who are ready to receive the Sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Holy Communion. Please email
the parish office with your child’s name, date of birth and parish.

Changes this Week
The Parish Office will be OPEN Monday and CLOSED Wednesday

this week. Fr Thomas will be attending meetings in Newcastle on
Thursday so there will be NO morning Mass in Branxton on 13

February.

Bible in a Year

If you've struggled to read the Bible, this podcast is for you.

Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted by Fr. Mike Schmitz

and featuring Jeff Cavins, guides Catholics through the Bible in

365 daily episodes starting January 1st. Sign up to the podcast

at www.acsensionpress.com/bibleinayear
www.ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear

St Brigid’s Caritas Luncheon

The St Brigid’'s Caritas Group invite everyone to join them for
lunch on Friday 21 February at Miller Park Hotel restaurant.
Caritas keerI tees, noun, meaning Christianity | charity

World Day of Prayer - 2025

The 2025 World Day of Prayer will be held on Friday 7 March at
10am in the Uniting Church, Branxton and at 7pm in All Saints
Anglican Church. This year’s country of focus is the Cook Islands.
Attendees to both services are asked to bring a plate of food to
share.

Diocesan Launch of the Jubilee Year

Bishop Michael invites everyone to celebrate the Jubilee Year
with a Diocesan pilgrimage on Sunday 2 March 2025 from
Nobby’s Beach (8am) to Sacred Heart Cathedral, culminating in
Mass (10am) and a Festival (11am) in the Cathedral precinct
grounds. The festival will feature an official Launch of Project
Compassion 2025 and distribution of some resources. All
corners of the Diocese are encouraged to have representation
and involvement as we mark Pope Francis’ theme - Pilgrims of
Hope. For more information email mission@mn.catholic.org.au

150t Anniversary of St Catherine’s College Singleton

2025 sees the 150% Anniversary of the Sisters of Mercy
developing the catholic education traditions at St Catherine’s
College in Singleton. A group of past and present staff and
students are continuing the historical documentation that Pam
Como began. They would love anything and everything that you
may have from 1974 to the present. These could include
personal stories, memorabilia, uniforms, awards, newsletters or
anything of personal significance relating to the school. All items
will be returned. Please drop any items to the Parish Office during
office hours, clearly labelled with your name and contact details.

Live Stream Mass Each Sunday

If you are unable to physically make it to Mass on a Sunday you
can still worship while watching the live stream from Sacred
Heart Cathedral at 9.30am each Sunday. Go to
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream

You can also tune in to Mass for You at Home on Network Ten at
6am or Foxtel's Aurora Channel 173 at 10am. It is then available
to watch on demand on 10play and the MFYAH website
massforyou.com.au

Word of God Sunday

The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God
on February 9 in 2025. Pope Francis established the day, which
is devoted to “the celebration, study and dissemination” of the
Word of God. Visit www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to
access resources and suggestions on how to better engage with
Sacred Scripture in various ways and settings.

Senior Singles Lunch

The Senior Singles Group will meet for their monthly lunch on
Tuesday 11 February at 12pm in the Albion Hotel restaurant. All
Senior Singles are welcome to attend for camaraderie over a
meal.

Sisters of Faith Dinner

Our annual dinner on Thursday 20 February provides an
enjoyable and respectful evening of dialogue among women
from diverse backgrounds and faiths, fostering learning, sharing,
and unity. We are pleased to welcome Rev. Faaimata Havea
Hiliau, Moderator of the Uniting Church Synod of NSW and ACT,
as this year’'s guest speaker. The Moderator is elected to give
prophetic and pastoral leadership to the people and
congregations of the Synod and called to remind the church of
our hope in Jesus Christ. The dinner will be held in the Victor
Peters Suite at the Diocese Office 841 Hunter St, Newcastle
West. Tickets for the dinner are limited to 100 women and can
be purchased at a heavily subsidised price of $35 from this link
https://sisters-faith-2025.eventbrite.com.au

If you have any questions, please email the team at
mission@mn.catholic.org.au
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EXCERPTS FROM APOSTOLIC LETTER ISSUED BY POPE FRANCIS “APERUIT ILLIS” INSTITUTING THE
SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

“He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45). This was one of the final acts of the risen
Lord before his Ascension. Jesus appeared to the assembled disciples, broke bread with them and opened
their minds to the understanding of the sacred Scriptures.

A profound bond links sacred Scripture and the faith of believers. Since faith comes from hearing, and what
is heard is based on the word of Christ (cf. Rom 10:17), believers are bound to listen attentively to the word
of the Lord, both in the celebration of the liturgy and in their personal prayer and reflection. The journey that
the Risen Lord makes with the disciples of Emmaus ended with a meal. The mysterious wayfarer accepts
their insistent request: “Stay with us, for it is almost evening and the day is now far spent” (Lk 24:29). They
sit down at table, and Jesus takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it and offers it to them. At that moment, their
eyes are opened, and they recognize him (cf. v. 31). This scene clearly demonstrates the unbreakable bond
between sacred Scripture and the Eucharist. Regular reading of sacred Scripture and the celebration of the
Eucharist make it possible for us to see ourselves as part of one another.

As Christians, we are a single people, making our pilgrim way through history, sustained by the Lord, present
in our midst, who speaks to us and nourishes us. , we need to develop a closer relationship with sacred
Scripture; otherwise, our hearts will remain cold and our eyes shut, struck as we are by so many forms of
blindness.. When the sacraments are introduced and illumined by God’s word, they become ever more
clearly the goal of a process whereby Christ opens our minds and hearts to acknowledge his saving work.

The Bible is not a collection of history books or a chronicle but is aimed entirely at the integral salvation of
the person. The evident historical setting of the books of the Bible should not make us overlook their primary
goal, which is our salvation.

The Holy Spirit makes sacred Scripture the living word of God, experienced and handed down in the faith of
his holy people. The work of the Holy Spirit has to do not only with the formation of sacred Scripture; it is
also operative in those who hear the word of God. Those who draw daily nourishment from God’s word
become, like Jesus, a contemporary of all those whom they encounter: they are not tempted to fall into
sterile nostalgia for the past, or to dream of ethereal utopias yet to come.

The sweetness of God’s word leads us to share it with all those whom we encounter in this life and to
proclaim the sure hope that it contains.

CELEBRATE WORD OF GOD SUNDAY

oS : WITH A NEW BIBLE

ok Coomaket _/..—l¢ The Parish Office has a range of New Community Bibles and Missals

.B/b/F ,5: ': available to purchase. The New Community Bible (NCB) published by St
Pauls Publications is the revised edition of the popular Christian

Community Bible translated by Late Bernardo Hurault, a French Priest

and biblical scholar, from original languages to Spanish in 1971. Since

then it has been translated into many languages and millions of copies

have been distributed.

1. The New Community Bible (Red Hardcover) $35

2. The New Community Bible (White Softcover) $45

3. The New Community Bible: New Testament (small blue) $8.00

4, St Pauls Sunday Missal Popular Edition (hardcover) $35

5. St Pauls Weekday Missal Popular Edition (hardcover) $70




