
First Reading  Lv 13:1-2. 44-46 
A reading from the book of Leviticus. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a 

swelling or scab or shiny spot appears on 

a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin 

is to be suspected. The man must be 

taken to Aaron, the priest, or to one of the 

priests who are his sons. 

 

‘The man is leprous: he is unclean. The 

priest must declare him unclean; he is 

suffering from leprosy of the head. A man 

infected with leprosy must wear his 

clothing torn and his hair disordered; he 

must shield his upper lip and cry, 

“Unclean, unclean”. As long as the 

disease lasts he must be unclean; and 

therefore he must live apart; he must live 

outside the camp.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm   

Ps 31:1-2. 5. 11. R. v.7 
 

(R.)  I turn to you, Lord, in time of 

trouble,  

and you fill me with the joy of 

salvation. 
 

Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, 

whose sin is remitted. 

O happy the man to whom the Lord 

imputes no guilt, 

in whose spirit is no guile. (R.) 
 

But now I have acknowledged my sins; 

my guilt I did not hide. 

I said: ‘I will confess 

my offence to the Lord.’ 

And you, Lord, have forgiven 

the guilt of my sin.  (R.) 
 

Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, 

exult, you just! 

O come, ring out your joy, 

all you upright of heart.  (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading  1 Cor 10:31 – 11:1 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians. 

Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, 

whatever you do at all, do it for the glory 

of God. Never do anything offensive to 

anyone – to Jews or Greeks or to the 

Church of God; just as I try to be helpful to 

everyone at all times, not anxious for my 

own advantage but for the advantage of 

everybody else, so that they may be 

saved. 

Take me for your model, as I take Christ 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Lk 7:16 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A great prophet has appeared among us; 

God has visited his people. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel  Mk 1:40-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark. 

A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his 

knees: ‘If you want to’ he said ‘you can 

cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus 

stretched out his hand and touched him. 

‘Of course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be cured!’ 

And the leprosy left him at once and he 

was cured. Jesus immediately sent him 

away and sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you 

say nothing to anyone, but go and show 

yourself to the priest, and make the 

offering for your healing prescribed by 

Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The 

man went away, but then started talking 

about it freely and telling the story 

everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer 

go openly into any town, but had to stay 

outside in places where nobody lived. 

Even so, people from all around would 

come to him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

REFLECTION  

by Fr Michael Tate 

Jesus outcast for us 

Lepers were social outcasts forced to live 

outside the villages and towns. Jesus 

heals the leper, allowing him to return to 

communal living, but, in touching him, 

Jesus put himself on the outer. The 

Gospel says that Jesus ‘had to stay 

outside where nobody lived’. Jesus 

willingly changed places with the leper! 

 

This incident prefigures the deepest 

mystery and scandal of the Gospel. 

Because of our deliberate wrongdoing, we 

are ‘on the outside’ with God. Our Lord 

and Saviour willingly experienced that 

alienation on Calvary, outside the walls of 

Jerusalem, in a desolate place where no-

body lived. He suffered the dis-locating 

consequences of sin in his body and 

mind: ‘My God, my God, why have you 

abandoned me?’ 

 

He took our place outside the human 

awareness of the loving presence of His 

Heavenly Father so that we might be 

located in the right place, insiders with 

God. 

 

We might pause for a moment to lovingly 

thank our Saviour for leading us into ‘the 

One in Whom we live and move and have 

our being’. 

 
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
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Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest Fr Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 
 

Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest Fr Anthony Coloma Presbytery: 6578 9650 Email: anthony.coloma@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton YouTube 
Twitter 

singletonbranxton 
@parish_sb 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 Contact: 02 5507 4048 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke Contact: 0407 488 872 or 0458 626 299 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook Contact: 6577 6168 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 Contact: 0407 381 525  

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 Contact: 0428 485 025 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mrs Niamh Marzol K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Miss Sallyanne Stanbridge K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
St Nicholas Early Education Singleton Director: Ms Amy Hunter Office: 02 4015 2860 Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

St Nicholas Early Education Branxton Director: Ms Natalie James Office: 02 4931 1220 Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

 

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

15 February 
 

16 February 
 

17 February 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

18 February 
 

19 February 
 

20 February 
 

21 February 
1st SUNDAY OF 

LENT, YEAR B 

8.00am 

Mass 

 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 
 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

11.00am 

Mass 

Mercy Home 
 

9.00am Novena  

9.20am Mass  

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

7.00am Mass 

10.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 8.50am 

Rosary 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta  

8.00am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 5.30pm 

Reconciliation 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 
 

7.45am 

Rosary 

8.15am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 
 

St Brigid , St Catherine, St Patrick and St Paul, and– pray for us 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  

Be my protector, O God, 

a mighty stronghold to save me. 

For you are my rock, my stronghold! 

Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

They ate and had their fill, 

and what they craved the Lord gave them; 

they were not disappointed in what they 

craved. 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Sick: Pat Behringer, Bernadette Coffey, Bill Damstra, Janice Haines, Austin 

Hoffman, Helen Conlin, Anne Standing, Alan Thomas, John Thomas, Gloria Trunk, 

Lorraine Winter, Jane Winsor O’Keefe and Sharon Wood. Bring healing, comfort 

and peace to their bodies. Send strength to their carers. 

Anniversaries: Anne Archinal, Cecil Thomas, Daisy Tierney.  Having returned to 

the Father, may they rest in peace. 

Recently Deceased: Athol Partridge. May they rest in peace and light perpetual 

shine upon them. 

Baptisms: Lachlan Copeman (St Brigid’s Branxton, Saturday) Called by name to 

be a child of God. 

 

Mass Roster Sunday 21 February 2021 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 
Counters 

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke J Walker 

C Crow 

R Gee 

R James 

  

Commentator  D Clarke G Cattermole N Marzol    

Readers S Stafa 

J Stafa 

L Harrison D Thompson 

C Spiteri 

T Evans 

T Cochrane 

Gresham family  

 

 

Prayers  D Clarke J Cox B Drayton E Hand 2 Welcomers are 

required each week. 

 

NO Ministers of 

Communion are 

required. 

Offertory K Jones 

K Jones 

J Gorczyca    

Extraordinary 

Ministers of 

Communion 

    

 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the particular ministry to which you have 

called us, may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
1st Sunday of Lent, Year B 

1st Reading: Gen 9:8-15 

2nd Reading: 1 Pt 3:18-22 

Gospel: Mk 1:12-15 
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Weekly Notices 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.  

If you are new members of our Parish we ask that you take a 

Welcome Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the 

Member forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people, 

who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 

years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

Reconciliation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

We acknowledge the lifelong trauma of abuse victims, survivors and 

their families, the failures of the Catholic Church to protect, believe 

and respond justly to children and vulnerable adults, and the 

consequent breach of trust. 

Our Churches Are COVID Safe 

Our churches are registered COVID Safe businesses with NSW 

Health. A copy of the COVID-19 Safety Plan is on the 

noticeboard for you to read with our conditions of entry. We 

thank you for your assistance in complying with these 

conditions and in turn keeping our community safe and free 

from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. In accordance with the 

Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and 

weddings can be celebrated with a maximum of 160 people in 

St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, 

Branxton and 90 people in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. 

Please stay home and get tested if you are experiencing any of 

the following symptoms (even if they are mild): 

 Fever (37.5° or higher) 

 cough 

 sore/scratchy throat 

 shortness of breath 

 loss of smell 

 or loss of taste 

HAVE YOU CHECKED IN? Please ensure you have your name 

on the registration list or used the QR code to check-in today!  
 

Office Hours 

The Parish Office will be closed Thursday 18 February and 

Friday 19 February. All items for the bulletin need to be with the 

office by 3pm Tuesday 16 February. 
 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 

Mass will be said for Ash Wednesday on 17 February 2021 at 

8.00am in St Brigid’s Branxton and 9.20am and 6.00pm in St 

Patrick’s Singleton.  
 

Lenten Reflection Groups 

If you wish to join the Lenten reflection group, please place your 

name on the sheet on the noticeboard. This will be a five-week 

program during Lent 2021 (17 February – 31 March) based 

upon the Five Foundations of the Diocesan Synod Planning 

Framework: 

The groups will be led by Synod members from our parishes. 

Peter Conroy from Branxton and John Bray from Singleton have 

volunteered to be synod members and their membership was 

approved by the Bishop. For more information about Synod visit 

the website www.domnsynod.com.au  
 

Singleton Parish Fiesta 2021 

The Parish of St Patrick’s Singleton welcome all visitors 

attending Mass today for Fiesta of Santo Niño de Cebú. We 

thank you for joining us! All proceeds from the raffle and any 

funds received at the Fiesta luncheon will be donated to the 

Singleton Parish. 
 

Project Compassion Sunday 

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a set of 

donation envelopes and support 

Caritas Australia this Lenten season 

themed “Be More”. Through your 

generosity and by aspiring to be 

more, you are assisting some of the 

world’s most vulnerable people build 

better futures for themselves, their 

families and their communities. Videos of each story will be 

shared to our Facebook page each Sunday at 7.00am. 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, or by 

visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 

1800 024 413. 
 

Come Pray the Rosary!  

You are invited to join us to pray the Holy Rosary at St 

Catherine’s, Greta on Tuesday’s from 8.50am, prior to our 

9.20am Mass. We will be commencing praying of the Holy 

Rosary on Sunday’s from Sunday 7 February 2021 prior to 

Mass at 7.45am. All are welcome from all Parishes to come 

along and help us raise as many voices to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary as we can. 
 

2021 Annual Catechist Mass 

Bishop Bill invites you to the annual celebration of the 

wonderful work our catechists achieve on Saturday 20 February 

2021 at 2pm in Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West 

followed by refreshments. This event is a great opportunity for 

priests, parishioners, families and friends to celebrate the 

ministry of Special Religious Education, Sacraments of 

Initiation, RCIA and Children’s Liturgy. RSVP 4979 1193 by 5 

February 2021. 
 

Commercial Space for Lease 

13 Campbell Street, Singleton is available for lease. Floor Area 

420 m2 • Land Area 1200 m2 • Rear Access and Car Parking 

• Split Air Conditioner • Floor Coverings • Data Cabling • 

For further information contact Allan Cruickshanks Phone 0407 

724 930 acruickshanks.singleton@ljh.com.au  
 

World Day of Prayer - Vanuatu 

The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led 

by Christian women who welcome you to join in prayer and 

action for peace and justice. It is run under the motto 

“Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and is celebrated 

annually in over 170 countries on the first Friday in March. The 

movement aims to bring together people of various races, 

cultures and traditions in a yearly common Day of Prayer, as 

well as in closer fellowship, understanding and action 

throughout the year. 

You are invited to attend this year’s World Day of Prayer 

services in our Parishes on Friday 5 March 2021. 

The service in Branxton will be held in St Brigid’s Church, 

Branxton at 10am. You are asked to bring a plate to share after 

the service.  

The service in Singleton will be held at the Singleton Uniting 

Church in Church Street at 7pm.  

This year’s theme is “Build on a Strong Foundation” Through 

the worship service we hear the voices of the Vanuatu women, 

whom invite us to focus on the Bible story in Matthew 7:24-27. 

Jesus tells a story about the kingdom of heaven using the 

image of a house and the land on which the house is built. 

Choosing the land on which to build the house is an important 

decision for people in Vanuatu. The combination of considering 

the terrain and the climate is crucial in a tropical archipelago 

located in the South Pacific Ocean prone to earthquakes, 

cyclones, volcanic eruptions and rising sea levels. On April 6th, 

2020, Vanuatu was hit by Cyclone Harold, which had made its 

way across the Pacific destroying many islands in its wake. 
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ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
Please see the noticeboard in each church for a full set of instructions which have been derived from a directive 

from the Office of the Bishop and will be in place to allow Public Mass to be celebrated in our Parishes, along with a 

copy of the COVID Safety Plan. We thank you for your assistance in complying with these conditions and in turn 

keeping our community safe and free from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. This notice can also be found on the 

Parish website www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au and the Parish Facebook Page ‘Catholic Parishes of Singleton 

and Branxton’. 

In accordance with the Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and weddings can be celebrated with a 

maximum of 160 people in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, Branxton and 90 people 

in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. Please ensure you have registered as you entered the church.  

 

Videos of the Gospel reading, Bishop Bill’s response to the Gospel and a Reflection on the Foundation for the week 

will be on our Facebook page each Tuesday from 10.00am. You can watch these to be ready for the reflection 

group the next day.  

The Church of Maitland-Newcastle is centred on Christ, the Cornerstone, and seeks always to live as a community of people 

who believe and are missionary disciples. 

Our Story takes us to the Acts of the Apostles, the source of our identity as a community of Jesus’ disciples. 

Foundational Statements remind us of what should characterise communities who are committed to his mission of bringing the 

Good News of God’s love to our world. 

Concerns summarise related issues raised by diocesan respondents to the Plenary Council Listening and Dialogue Session as 

well as those who submitted written responses at the first session of our Diocesan Synod in November 2019. 

Recommendations suggest what could be done to address the issues raised in the preceding section. In many cases they will 

involve personal and communal conversion and/or actions at local community level. 

 

We are a people of faith, ‘intentional disciples’ of Jesus, entrusted with a mission by God – the mission of 

proclaiming the Good News of God’s love. 

The church comes to be as the church engages in mission − as it realizes that its mission is the very mission of God: to go into 

the world and be God’s saving, healing, challenging presence…. The church is not about the church. It is about what Jesus called 

the reign of God (Stephen Bevans SVD, The Mission has a Church). 

Take…a handful of Christians who, in the midst of their own community, show their capacity for understanding and acceptance, 

their sharing of life and destiny with other people, their solidarity with the efforts of all for whatever is noble and good. Why are 

they like this? Why do they live in this way? Such a witness is already a silent proclamation of the Good News and a very 

powerful and effective one (Pope Paul VI Proclaiming the Gospel, 21). 

 

We are called to be a welcoming, listening church for all, attending to wounds of hurt and rejection, poor with the 

poor. 

Love is our foundation and our destiny. It is where we come from and where we’re headed. (Richard Rohr OFM) 

Let the Church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is welcomed, loved and forgiven (Pope Francis June 2013) 

[Christians should welcome others] without classifying them on the basis of social condition, language, race, culture, religion…. 

mercy is that way of acting, that style, with which we try to include others in our life, avoiding closing up into ourselves and into 

our selfish securities (Pope Francis on Twitter, Nov 2016) 

There is a sense that we are still coming to terms with the depth of the hurt and trauma of the victims and survivors of sexual 

abuse, along with the distressing shock that ripples throughout the whole Church. There is a great demand to acknowledge this 

pain and trauma, own the consequences of this dark chapter in our story and respond with courage, humility and tenderness. 

(Plenary Council Thematic Paper 2019) 

 

We are a people who respect and support the diversity of roles and functions in the community, while maintaining 

the equality of each individual before God.  

Diversity is valuing difference because it makes a difference:   we see more when there are more of us seeing (Margaret J 

Wheatley Who do we choose to be. 2017)  

I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is 

unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security (Pope Francis: The Joy of the Gospel 49) 

…the Church as a community of faith can never outgrow its need for conversion to greater authenticity in its faith and action. 

(The Light from the Southern Cross Report 2020, p 25)  

WEEK ONE REFLECTION 

Identity and Community 
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