
First Reading  Dt 18:15-20 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will 

raise up for you a prophet like myself, 

from among yourselves, from your own 

brothers; to him you must listen. This is 

what you yourselves asked of the Lord 

your God at Horeb on the day of the 

Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you 

said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor 

look any longer on this great fire, or I shall 

die”; and the Lord said to me, “All they 

have spoken is well said. I will raise up a 

prophet like yourself for them from their 

own brothers; I will put my words into his 

mouth and he shall tell them all I 

command him. The man who does not 

listen to my words that he speaks in my 

name, shall be held answerable to me for 

it. But the prophet who presumes to say in 

my name a thing I have not commanded 

him to say, or who speaks in the name of 

other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9 
 

(R.)  If today, you hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts. 
 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; 

hail the rock who saves us. 

Let us come before him, giving thanks, 

with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) 
 

Come in, let us kneel and bend low; 

let us kneel before the God who made us 

for he is our God and we 

the people who belong to his pasture, 

the flock that is led by his hand.  (R.) 
 

O that today you would listen to his voice! 

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

as on that day at Massah in the desert 

when your fathers put me to the test; 

when they tried me, though they saw my 

work.’  (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading  1 Cor 7:32-35 
A reading from the first book of St Paul to the 

Corinthians. 

I would like to see you free from all worry. 

An unmarried man can devote himself to 

the Lord’s affairs, all he need worry about 

is pleasing the Lord; but a married man 

has to bother about the world’s affairs 

and devote himself to pleasing his wife: 

he is torn two ways. In the same way an 

unmarried woman, like a young girl, can 

devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she 

need worry about is being holy in body 

and spirit. The married woman, on the 

other hand, has to worry about the world’s 

affairs and devote herself to pleasing her 

husband. I say this only to help you, not to 

put a halter round your necks, but simply 

to make sure that everything is as it 

should be, and that you give your 

undivided attention to the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Mk 1:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A people in darkness have seen a great 

light: 

a radiant dawn shines on those lost in 

death. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel  Mk 1:21-28 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark. 

Jesus and his followers went as far as 

Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath 

came Jesus went to the synagogue and 

began to teach. And his teaching made a 

deep impression on them because, unlike 

the scribes, he taught them with authority. 

 

In their synagogue just then there was a 

man possessed by an unclean spirit, and 

it shouted, ‘What do you want with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 

destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy 

One of God.’ But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be 

quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean 

spirit threw the man into convulsions and 

with a loud cry went out of him. The 

people were so astonished that they 

started asking each other what it all 

meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ 

they said ‘and with authority behind it: he 

gives orders even to unclean spirits and 

they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly 

spread everywhere, through all the 

surrounding Galilean countryside. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

REFLECTION  

by Fr Michael Tate 

Evil Spirits versus the Holy One of God 

The word ‘diabolical’ comes from a Greek 

word referring to something broken in 

two, shattered. Looking at persons and 

societies torn apart, it is obvious that the 

diabolical spirit is powerful. However, it 

harbours a fear that a more powerful Holy 

Spirit could reintegrate a personality, 

could make a community out of divided 

groups. 

 

‘Have you come to destroy us?’ indicates 

that this fear was realised in the coming 

on to the scene of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ 

answer was a resounding ‘Yes’, not in 

words but in action, healing a man torn 

apart by a diabolical spirit. 

 

Jesus Christ invites and empowers us to 

join in his healing mission to overcome 

whatever it is which tears people apart, 

whether at the individual, community or 

global levels. We do so in the confidence 

of His Resurrection which overcame the 

diabolical tearing apart of His body and 

soul. 

 

We could pause for a moment to commit 

ourselves to joining Jesus’ mission, so 

putting the fear of God into the devil! 

 
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B  31 January 2021 

St Patrick’s, Singleton  
St Brigid’s, Branxton  
St Catherine’s, Greta 

Immaculate Conception, Broke 
St Paul’s, Glendon Brook 

 

The Catholic Parishes of Branxton & Singleton are part of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 

Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 

and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary 

for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 



 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest Fr Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 
 

Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest Fr Anthony Coloma Presbytery: 6578 9650 Email: anthony.coloma@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton YouTube 
Twitter 

singletonbranxton 
@parish_sb 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 Contact: 02 5507 4048 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke Contact: 0407 488 872 or 0458 626 299 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook Contact: 6577 6168 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 Contact: 0407 381 525  

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 Contact: 0428 485 025 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mrs Niamh Marzol K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Miss Sallyanne Stanbridge K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
St Nicholas Early Education Singleton Director: Ms Saleena Rosee Office: 02 4015 2860 Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

St Nicholas Early Education Branxton Director: Ms Trudy McGovern Office: 02 4931 1220 Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

 

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

1 February 
 

2 February 
The Presentation of 

The Lord 

3 February 
St Blaise 

St Ansgar 

4 February 
 

5 February 
St Agatha 

6 February 
St Paul Miki & 

Companions 

7 February 
5th SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME, 

YEAR B 

8.00am 

Mass 

 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

 

 

9.00am Novena  

9.20am Mass  

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

7.00am Mass 

10.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 8.50am 

Rosary 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta  

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 5.30pm 

Reconciliation 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 

7.45am 

Rosary 

8.15am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 

St Brigid , St Catherine, St Patrick and St Paul, and– pray for us 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  

Save us, O Lord our God! 

And gather us from the nations, 

to give thanks to your holy name, 

and make it our glory to praise you. 

 COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your merciful love. 

O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 

call on you. 

 

Prayer Requests 
 

Sick: Pat Behringer, Bernadette Coffey, Bill Damstra, Janice Haines, Austin 

Hoffman, Helen Conlin, Anne Standing, Alan Thomas, John Thomas, Gloria Trunk, 

Lorraine Winter and Sharon Wood. Bring healing, comfort and peace to their 

bodies. Send strength to their carers. 

Anniversaries: Pam Davy.  Having returned to the Father, may they rest in peace. 

Recently Deceased: Warren Deaves and June Field. May they rest in peace and 

light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

Mass Roster Sunday 7 February 2021 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 
Counters 

Welcomer E Bendeich D & J Clarke J Walker 

C Crow 

S Wheeler 

D Jarrett 

  

Commentator  D Clarke G Cattermole R Gee   

Readers J Partridge 

T Sales 

L Pozywio E Thomas 

J Tindale 

R Price A Borg 

C Davey 

J Borg 

 

 

 

Prayers  D Clarke P Boyd T Wells K Davey 2 Welcomers are 

required each week. 

 

NO Ministers of 

Communion are 

required. 

Offertory S McAlister 

M Thomas 

J Gorczyca G Cattermole   

Extraordinary 

Ministers of 

Communion 

    

 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the particular ministry to which you have 

called us, may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 

1st Reading: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 

Gospel: Mk 1:29-39 
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Weekly Notices 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.  

If you are new members of our Parish we ask that you take a 

Welcome Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the 

Member forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people, 

who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 

years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

Reconciliation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

We acknowledge the lifelong trauma of abuse victims, survivors and 

their families, the failures of the Catholic Church to protect, believe 

and respond justly to children and vulnerable adults, and the 

consequent breach of trust. 

Our Churches Are COVID Safe 

Our churches are registered COVID Safe businesses with NSW 

Health. A copy of the COVID-19 Safety Plan is on the 

noticeboard for you to read with our conditions of entry. We 

thank you for your assistance in complying with these 

conditions and in turn keeping our community safe and free 

from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. In accordance with the 

Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and 

weddings can be celebrated with a maximum of 160 people in 

St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, 

Branxton and 90 people in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. 

Please stay home and get tested if you are experiencing any of 

the following symptoms (even if they are mild): 

 Fever (37.5° or higher) 

 cough 

 sore/scratchy throat 

 shortness of breath 

 loss of smell 

 or loss of taste 

HAVE YOU CHECKED IN? Please ensure you have your name 

on the registration list or used the QR code to check-in today!  
 

Changes to Mass times 

Mass in Greta will be said at 8.15am (instead of 8am) for the 

month of February 2021. 
 

Legion of Mary Greta 

The Legion of Mary will recommence for 2021, starting back on 

Monday 1 February 2021 at 10am in the Parish room in the old 

school beside St Catherine’s Greta. All are welcome. Meetings 

are held each Monday.  
 

2021 Annual Catechist Mass 

Bishop Bill invites you to the annual celebration of the 

wonderful work our catechists achieve on Saturday 20 February 

2021 at 2pm in Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West 

followed by refreshments. This event is a great opportunity for 

priests, parishioners, families and friends to celebrate the 

ministry of Special Religious Education, Sacraments of 

Initiation, RCIA and Children’s Liturgy. RSVP 4979 1193 by 5 

February 2021. 
 

First Anniversary Mass St Patrick’s 

1st Anniversary Mass will be held on Saturday 6 February at 

9.20am to pray for the souls of  

 Anne Archinal 

 Tony Campbell 

All are welcome to attend. If you have any queries, please 

contact Elaine Thomas on 0432 870012. 
 

 

Prayers for a New Year 

We are faced with many challenges in our life. Do we buy this 

house? Do we move towns for better employment? Do we allow 

our 15-year-old to leave school? Do we accept the Doctor's 

advice regarding surgery? Do we move to a retirement village? 

Over and over we have to make decisions - sometimes on our 

own, sometimes consulting with the family. It can be scary. 

There is always God to help. If we open our hearts and minds to 

God and ask for guidance we will find in time He has answered 

us.  

Maybe you find it difficult to pray when you are so stressed. 

Your mind is full of doubts, "what ifs". This can be the time to 

contact the PRAYER CHAIN and ask for their support. Just 

phone Barb 6574 1274 or Rita 6576 4097. We know that your 

privacy is of the utmost concern so we do not require a name 

just the reason for prayers. There are 18 of us who are 

available to pray together for you and with you, any day.  

I wonder would you like to join our group? Sadly, we lose some 

of our members over the year and are always looking for new 

faces. Would you consider this please - it's just receiving a 

request by phone, passing it on to another and then praying in 

your own way at home. For more details, contact me or Rita. 

Regards Barb Drayton 
 

Christian Formation Course 2021 

The Christian Formation Course (CFC) is a face-to-face learning 

experience that allows participants to explore their life’s journey 

and their faith within the Catholic Tradition. This one-year 

course introduces participants to scripture, theology, church 

history, sacramental life, and liturgy. The course runs across 

twelve months and comprises of eight units. Commencing on 

Tuesday February 2, 2021, no prerequisite formation or 

qualification is required to enrol. All who complete the Course 

are awarded a diocesan Certificate in Christian Formation. 

If you would like to enrol in the Christian Formation Course in 

2021 go to: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-

mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/christian-formation-

course/  
 

Word of God Sunday – 7 February 

The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of the Word of 

God on the first Sunday in February – February 7 in 2021. Pope 

Francis established the day, which is devoted to “the 

celebration, study and dissemination” of the Word of God. Visit 

www.catholic.org.au/wordofgodsunday to access resources to 

help commemorate the day and for suggestions on how to 

better engage with Sacred Scripture in various ways and 

settings. 

 

Stay Up-to-Date with Diocesan News 

MNnews' Dio Update is the official eNewsletter of the Diocese 

of Maitland-Newcastle. It goes out every Tuesday at 3.00pm 

and is filled with news, information and updates from the 

Diocese and all of its agencies. 

To view the most recent edition of the Dio Update go to 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/dio-update-

enewsletter/  

If you'd like to receive MNnews' Dio Update directly to your 

inbox, subscribe using the form on this page. 

If you'd like to submit a story or event for possible inclusion in 

MNnews' Dio Update, contact the Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle at comms@mn.catholic.org.au. Please note, while we 

endeavour to share as much news and information from the 

Diocese, we are not able to guarantee all submissions will be 

included in the Dio Update. 

You can also visit MNnews.today https://mnnews.today/ which 

as news from all Diocesan services.  

Keep in touch with information about the Diocesan Synod at 

their dedicated website https://www.domnsynod.com.au/  
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ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
Please see the noticeboard in each church for a full set of instructions which have been derived from a directive 

from the Office of the Bishop and will be in place to allow Public Mass to be celebrated in our Parishes, along with a 

copy of the COVID Safety Plan. We thank you for your assistance in complying with these conditions and in turn 

keeping our community safe and free from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. This notice can also be found on the 

Parish website www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au and the Parish Facebook Page ‘Catholic Parishes of Singleton 

and Branxton’. 

In accordance with the Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and weddings can be celebrated with a 

maximum of 160 people in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, Branxton and 90 people 

in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. Please ensure you have registered as you entered the church.  

       

STATEMENT BY BISHOP BILL WRIGHT 
On the Unexpected Death of Archbishop Emeritus Philip Wilson 

I was saddened to learn of the death of Archbishop Emeritus Philip Wilson on Sunday afternoon. Although he had been 
very unwell in recent years, his death was sudden and unexpected.  

I first met Philip Wilson just on fifty years ago. He was the appointed senior student of the old seminary at Springwood 
when I arrived there and was an impressive and effective leader of the student body. After ordination I did not see a great 
deal of him, as he was a priest in Maitland-Newcastle and I was in Sydney, but I was not surprised when he became a 
young Bishop of Wollongong in 1996. He went on to be made Archbishop of Adelaide in 2001 and was elected President 
of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference from 2006 to 2010.  

Archbishop Wilson became known for taking a lead on addressing issues of child sexual abuse in both Wollongong and 
Adelaide, which was recognised by the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. In both cases 
studied by the Royal Commission, he took strong action against abusers even after the matters had been left to rest by 
church and civil authorities.  

On the other hand, in relation to the history of child sexual abuse in Maitland-Newcastle diocese, the Cunneen Special 
Commission of Inquiry made findings against Archbishop Wilson, that he knew of both James Fletcher’s and Denis 
McAlinden’s abuse. He was tried and convicted on the first of these, though the conviction was overturned on appeal. 
These matters overshadowed Archbishop Wilson’s final years and he resigned as Archbishop in 2018.  

To some extent, in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, Archbishop Wilson has become a polarising figure. There are many 
who remember him with high esteem and great affection, while others still consider him guilty of playing a part in 
covering up abuse and thus allowing it to continue. With his sudden passing yesterday, I hope that time will allow us all to 
see a man who committed his life to the service of Christ and his people but who, as a young man, found himself working 
in a deeply flawed organisation at a very evil time. Whatever happened then, however he may have failed, it is not the 
whole story. When he was in charge, things were done differently.  

On behalf of the people of Maitland-Newcastle I express my most sincere sympathies to the Wilson family in their loss. 
May he now rest in peace. 

Most Reverend William Wright 
Bishop of Maitland-Newcastle          Monday 18 January 2021 

http://www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au/

