
First Reading  Jon 3:1-5, 10 
A reading from the prophet Jonah. 

The word of the Lord was addressed to 

Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the 

great city, and preach to them as I told 

you to.’ Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh in obedience to the word of the 

Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great 

beyond compare: it took three days to 

cross it. Jonah went on into the city, 

making a day’s journey. He preached in 

these words, ‘Only forty days more and 

Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the 

people of Nineveh believed in God; they 

proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, 

from the greatest to the least. 

 

God saw their efforts to renounce their 

evil behaviour. And God relented: he did 

not inflict on them the disaster which he 

had threatened. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4 
 

(R.)  Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach 

me: 

for you are God my saviour. (R.) 
 

Remember your mercy, Lord, 

and the love you have shown from of old. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord.  (R.) 
 

The Lord is good and upright. 

He shows the path to those who stray, 

he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor.  (R.) 
 

Second Reading  1 Cor 7:29-31 
A reading from the first book of St Paul to the 

Corinthians. 

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those 

who have wives should live as though they 

had none, and those who mourn should 

live as though they had nothing to mourn 

for; those who are enjoying life should live 

as though there were nothing to laugh 

about; those whose life is buying things 

should live as though they had nothing of 

their own; and those who have to deal 

with the world should not become 

engrossed in it. I say this because the 

world as we know it is passing away. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Mk 1:15 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The kingdom of God is near: 

believe the Good News! 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Gospel  Mk 1:14-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark. 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went 

into Galilee. There he proclaimed the 

Good News from God. ‘The time has 

come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is 

close at hand. Repent, and believe the 

Good News.’ 

 

As he was walking along by the Sea 

of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net in the lake – for they 

were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 

‘Follow me and I will make you into fishers 

of men.’ And at once they left their nets 

and followed him. 

 

Going on a little further, he saw James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John; they 

too were in their boat, mending their nets. 

He called them at once and, leaving their 

father Zebedee in the boat with the men 

he employed, they went after him. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

REFLECTION  

by Fr Michael Tate 

The Eyes Have It 

When Jesus says to Simon, Andrew, 

James and John ‘I will make you into 

fishers of men’, then, amongst the many 

levels of meaning they would have heard 

the allusion to Ezekiel 29:3-5. 

Jesus was telling them that he was 

creating a society of liberated human 

beings, called the ‘Kingdom of God’. This 

would involve struggle against powerful 

elites, the pharaohs of this world, who 

oppress and enslave people. It would be 

as dangerous and demand as much 

energy as required to haul a crocodile out 

of the Nile. 

Yet they did so, ‘straightaway’. Because of 

the call of Jesus? No. At least, not that 

alone. We read ‘He saw Simon and his 

brother Andrew . . . He saw James and his 

brother John.’ They were responding not 

to his voice alone but to his eyes. His is 

like the attentive gaze of a parent loving a 

baby into a beautiful future. Jesus looks at 

you and at me wanting to love us into a 

barely imaginable future. 

We could pause for a moment to 

remember that when His call comes, 

demanding an ‘aye’ or a ‘nay’, the Eyes 

have it. 
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 
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Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest Fr Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 
 

Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest Fr Anthony Coloma Presbytery: 6578 9650 Email: anthony.coloma@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton YouTube 
Twitter 

singletonbranxton 
@parish_sb 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 Contact: 02 5507 4048 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke Contact: 0407 488 872 or 0458 626 299 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook Contact: 6577 6168 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 Contact: 0407 381 525  

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 Contact: 0428 485 025 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mrs Niamh Marzol K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Miss Sallyanne Stanbridge K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
St Nicholas Early Education Singleton Director: Ms Saleena Rosee Office: 02 4015 2860 Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

St Nicholas Early Education Branxton Director: Ms Trudy McGovern Office: 02 4931 1220 Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

 

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

25 January 
THE CONVERSION 

OF ST PAUL THE 

APOSTLE 

26 January 
AUSTRALIA DAY 

27 January 
St Timothy and Titus 

St Angela Merici 

28 January 
St Thomas Aquinas 

29 January 
 

30 January 
 

31 January 
4th SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME, 

YEAR B 

8.00am 

Mass 

 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

 

 

9.00am Novena  

9.20am Mass  

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

7.00am Mass 

10.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 8.50am 

Rosary 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 5.30pm 

Reconciliation 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 

8.15am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 

**NOTE CHANGE 

OF TIME** 

St Brigid , St Catherine, St Patrick and St Paul, and– pray for us 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  

O sing a new song to the Lord; 

sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

In his presence are majesty and splendour, 

strength and honour in his holy place. 

 COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

Look toward the Lord and be radiant; 

let your faces not be abashed. 

Prayer Requests 
 Sick: Pat Behringer, Bernadette Coffey, Bill Damstra, Janice Haines, Austin 

Hoffman, Helen Conlin, Anne Standing, Alan Thomas, John Thomas, Gloria Trunk, 

Lorraine Winter and Sharon Wood. Bring healing, comfort and peace to their 

bodies. Send strength to their carers. 

Anniversaries: Kelly Buttigieg, Pam Davy, Percy Nowlan, Carmel Phipps and Kath 

Thomas. Having returned to the Father, may they rest in peace. 

Baptisms: Emilia Nault (St Patrick’s Singleton, Sunday) Called by name to be a 

child of God. 

Mass Roster Sunday 31 January 2021 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 
Counters 

Welcomer L Sneesby Tooth D & J Clarke J Walker 

C Crow 

K Dries Janssen Family  

Commentator  D Clarke G Cattermole M Dagg   

Readers C Murray 

S Trunk 

L Gorczyca P Boyd B Drayton 

R Gee 

T Janssen 

H Janssen 

N Janssen 

 

 

 

Prayers  D Clarke S Bates  E Janssen 2 Welcomers are 

required each week. 

 

NO Ministers of 

Communion are 

required. 

Offertory J & S Stafa G Wilton C O’Connor 

J Cox 

  

Extraordinary 

Ministers of 

Communion 

    

 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the particular ministry to which you have 

called us, may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B 

1st Reading: Dt 18:15-20 

2nd Reading: 1 Cor 7:32-35 

Gospel: Mk 1:21-28 
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mailto:branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au


Weekly Notices 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.  

If you are new members of our Parish we ask that you take a 

Welcome Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the 

Member forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people, 

who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 

years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

Reconciliation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

We acknowledge the lifelong trauma of abuse victims, survivors and 

their families, the failures of the Catholic Church to protect, believe 

and respond justly to children and vulnerable adults, and the 

consequent breach of trust. 

Our Churches Are COVID Safe 

Our churches are registered COVID Safe businesses with NSW 

Health. A copy of the COVID-19 Safety Plan is on the 

noticeboard for you to read with our conditions of entry. We 

thank you for your assistance in complying with these 

conditions and in turn keeping our community safe and free 

from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. In accordance with the 

Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and 

weddings can be celebrated with a maximum of 160 people in 

St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, 

Branxton and 90 people in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. 

Please stay home and get tested if you are experiencing any of 

the following symptoms (even if they are mild): 

 Fever (37.5° or higher) 

 cough 

 sore/scratchy throat 

 shortness of breath 

 loss of smell 

 or loss of taste 

HAVE YOU CHECKED IN? Please ensure you have your name 

on the registration list or used the QR code to check-in today!  
 

 
The Parish Office will be CLOSED Tuesday 26 January for 

Australia Day. Open Wednesday – Friday this week.  
 

Changes to Mass times 

Mass in Greta will be said at 8.15am (instead of 8am) on 24, 

31 January and 7 February 2021. 
 

Legion of Mary Greta 

The Legion of Mary will recommence for 2021, starting back on 

Monday 1 February 2021 at 10am in the Parish room in the old 

school beside St Catherine’s Greta. All are welcome. Meetings 

are held each Monday.  
 

2021 Annual Catechist Mass 

Bishop Bill invites you to the annual celebration of the 

wonderful work our catechists achieve on Saturday 20 February 

2021 at 2pm in Sacred Heart Cathedral, Newcastle West 

followed by refreshments. This event is a great opportunity for 

priests, parishioners, families and friends to celebrate the 

ministry of Special Religious Education, Sacraments of 

Initiation, RCIA and Children’s Liturgy. RSVP 4979 1193 by 5 

February 2021. 

 

 

Prayers for a New Year 

We are faced with many challenges in our life. Do we buy this 

house? Do we move towns for better employment? Do we allow 

our 15-year-old to leave school? Do we accept the Doctor's 

advice regarding surgery? Do we move to a retirement village? 

Over and over we have to make decisions - sometimes on our 

own, sometimes consulting with the family. It can be scary. 

There is always God to help. If we open our hearts and minds to 

God and ask for guidance we will find in time He has answered 

us.  

Maybe you find it difficult to pray when you are so stressed. 

Your mind is full of doubts, "what ifs". This can be the time to 

contact the PRAYER CHAIN and ask for their support. Just 

phone Barb 6574 1274 or Rita 6576 4097. We know that your 

privacy is of the utmost concern so we do not require a name 

just the reason for prayers. There are 18 of us who are 

available to pray together for you and with you, any day.  

I wonder would you like to join our group? Sadly, we lose some 

of our members over the year and are always looking for new 

faces. Would you consider this please - it's just receiving a 

request by phone, passing it on to another and then praying in 

your own way at home. For more details, contact me or Rita. 

Regards Barb Drayton 
 

Message from the Council for Catholic Women (CACW) 

As 2020 draws to a close there is much to look forward to for 

the women of our Diocese. Earlier this year the Council of 

Catholic Women (CACW) was disbanded hence members of the 

former Diocesan contact group have been challenged with 

keeping our women informed and included in future directions 

as we embark on a new beginning. 

To that end some members of the former contact group have 

written to Bishop Bill in the interest of forming a Diocesan 

Council for Women. Whilst awaiting a response, a meeting has 

been scheduled for Thursday 11 February 2021 at 4pm in the 

Toohey Room. Please enter this date in your diary as our vision 

is to include all Diocesan women through conversations, visits 

or Zoom to all parts of the Diocese and interest groups that are 

inclusive, reflective and fun. 
 

Christian Formation Course 2021 

The Christian Formation Course (CFC) is a face-to-face learning 

experience that allows participants to explore their life’s journey 

and their faith within the Catholic Tradition. This one-year 

course introduces participants to scripture, theology, church 

history, sacramental life, and liturgy. The course runs across 

twelve months and comprises of eight units. Commencing on 

Tuesday February 2, 2021, no prerequisite formation or 

qualification is required to enrol. All who complete the Course 

are awarded a diocesan Certificate in Christian Formation. 

If you would like to enrol in the Christian Formation Course in 

2021 go to: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-

mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/christian-formation-

course/  

 

Prayer to Saint Joseph 
Hail Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. Amen 

 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/christian-formation-course/
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ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
Please see the noticeboard in each church for a full set of instructions which have been derived from a directive 

from the Office of the Bishop and will be in place to allow Public Mass to be celebrated in our Parishes, along with a 

copy of the COVID Safety Plan. We thank you for your assistance in complying with these conditions and in turn 

keeping our community safe and free from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. This notice can also be found on the 

Parish website www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au and the Parish Facebook Page ‘Catholic Parishes of Singleton 

and Branxton’. 

In accordance with the Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and weddings can be celebrated with a 

maximum of 160 people in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 150 people St Brigid’s Church, Branxton and 90 people 

in St Catherine’s Church, Greta. Please ensure you have registered as you entered the church.  

       

You are invited to join us to pray the Holy Rosary at St 

Catherine’s, Greta on Tuesday’s from 8.50am, prior to our 

9.20am Mass.  

We will be commencing praying of the Holy Rosary on Sunday’s 

from Sunday 7 February 2021 prior to Mass at 7.45am.  

All are welcome from all Parishes to come along and help us 

raise as many voices to the Blessed Virgin Mary as we can.  

COME PRAY THE 

 R O S A R Y  

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,  

blessed art thou among women,  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now,  

and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 

Everyone is invited to the annual St Patrick’s Parish Fiesta 

in honour of Señor Santo Niño (Holy Infant Jesus) 

on Sunday 14 February 2021  
Celebrations will commence at 10:00am Mass in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton 

followed by lunch in the church yard catered by the community.  

With limited spaces in the church and the church yard you MUST register 

for both Mass (including those who regularly attend) and the lunch afterwards 

by contacting the Parish Office on 02 5507 4048 

or email singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au  

Registration sheets will be available at Sunday Mass – please contact the office during the week.  

http://www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au/
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