
First Reading  Is 63:16-17; 64:1. 3-8 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 

Our Redeemer is your ancient name. 

Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your 

ways and harden our hearts against 

fearing you? 

Return, for the sake of your servants, the 

tribes of your inheritance. 

Oh, that you would tear the heavens open 

and come down – at your Presence the 

mountains would melt. 

No ear has heard, no eye has seen any 

god but you act like this for those who 

trust him. 

You guide those who act with integrity and 

keep your ways in mind. 

You were angry when we were sinners; we 

had long been rebels against you. 

We were all like men unclean, all that 

integrity of ours like filthy clothing. 

We have all withered like leaves and our 

sins blew us away like the wind. 

No one invoked your name or roused 

himself to catch hold of you. 

For you hid your face from us and gave us 

up to the power of our sins. 

And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the 

clay, you the potter, we are all the work of 

your hand. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Responsorial Psalm   

Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19 R. v.4  

(R.)  Lord, make us turn to you, let us see 

your face and we shall be saved. 
 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, 

shine forth from your cherubim throne. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, 

O Lord, come to our help.  (R.) 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 

look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, 

the vine your right hand has planted. (R.) 
 

May your hand be on the man you have 

chosen, 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again: 

give us life that we may call upon your 

name.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading  1 Cor 1:3-9 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Corinthians. 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ send you grace and peace. 

I never stop thanking God for all the 

graces you have received through Jesus 

Christ. I thank him that you have been 

enriched in so many ways, especially in 

your teachers and preachers; the witness 

to Christ has indeed been strong among 

you so that you will not be without any of 

the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting 

for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; 

and he will keep you steady and without 

blame until the last day, the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling 

you has joined you to his Son, Jesus 

Christ; and God is faithful. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Ps 84:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation. 

Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel  Mk 13:33-37 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Mark. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your 

guard, stay awake, because you never 

know when the time will come. It is like a 

man travelling abroad: he has gone from 

home, and left his servants in charge, 

each with his own task; and he has told 

the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay 

awake, because you do not know when 

the master of the house is coming, 

evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he 

comes unexpectedly, he must not find you 

asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: 

Stay awake!’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

 

REFLECTION  

by Fr Michael Tate 

Timely Living and the End of History 

Our Lord portrays himself as the Master 

who goes away on a journey. It is certain 

that he will return, even if no-one in his 

household knows exactly when. That is 

our situation. What do we do in 

anticipation? 

Our Lord, the Master, indicates we have a 

choice. We can close our eyes and enter 

into the world of dreams where we create 

our own fantasy futures, or we can stay 

awake and alert to do what Our Lord 

wants us to do: ‘He left his servants in 

charge, giving to each his work.’ 

You and me – his servants – have a 

particular role or work in and for this 

phase of human history. A deep down 

intuition, prompted by the Holy Spirit, 

indicates what this is. We must be true to 

this assignment. 

We could take a moment to pray that, 

when the Lord returns, we may hear: 

‘Come, good and faithful servant, inherit 

the Kingdom prepared for you since the 

foundation of the world.’ 

 

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

 

First Sunday of Advent, Year B  29 November 2020 

St Patrick’s, Singleton  
St Brigid’s, Branxton  
St Catherine’s, Greta 

Immaculate Conception, Broke 
St Paul’s, Glendon Brook 

 

The Catholic Parishes of Branxton & Singleton are part of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

  

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 

published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 

Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 

permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 

Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 

Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 

1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 

Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 

reserved. 
 



 

Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest Fr Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 
 

Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest Fr Anthony Coloma Presbytery: 6578 9650 Email: anthony.coloma@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton YouTube 
Twitter 

singletonbranxton 
@parish_sb 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 Contact: 02 5507 4048 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke Contact: 0407 488 872 or 0458 626 299 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook Contact: 6577 6168 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 Contact: 0407 381 525  

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 Contact: 0428 485 025 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mrs Niamh Marzol K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Miss Sallyanne Stanbridge K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
St Nicholas Early Education Singleton Director: Ms Saleena Rosee Office: 02 4015 2860 Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

St Nicholas Early Education Branxton Director: Ms Trudy McGovern Office: 02 4931 1220 Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

 

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

30 November 
ST ANDREW, APOSTLE 

1 December 
 

2 December 
 

3 December 
St Francis Xavier 

4 December 
St John Damascene 

5 December 
 

6 December 
SECOND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT, YEAR B 

8.00am 

Mass 

 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.00am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

*TIME CHANGE 

9.00am Novena  

9.20am Mass  

9.45am 

Reconciliation 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

 

7.00am Mass 

10.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 

 5.30pm 

Reconciliation 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 
 

 

8.00am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

St Brigid , St Catherine, St Patrick and St Paul, and– pray for us 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to 

shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; 

and let none who hope in you be put to 

shame. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our 

earth shall yield its increase. 

Please pray for… 
 Sick: Bernadette Coffey, Bill Damstra, Janice Haines, Austin Hoffman, Helen Conlin, 

Anne Standing, Alan Thomas, John Thomas, Gloria Trunk, Lorraine Winter and 

Sharon Wood. Bring healing, comfort and peace to their bodies. Send strength to 

their carers. 

Anniversaries: Adrian Stafa, John Spinks. Having returned to the Father, may they 

rest in peace. 

Recently Deceased: Lorna Merrick and Denis Wilton. May they rest in peace and 

light perpetual shine upon them 

Baptisms: Tannah Westwood (St Brigid’s Branxton, Saturday). Called by name to be 

a child of God. 

Marriages:  Felipe Villa and Monica Pancho at the St Patrick’s Church on Saturday 

5 December 2020 at 11am. What God has joined together, let no one put asunder. 

 

Mass Roster Sunday 6 December 2020 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 
Counters 

Welcomer  D & J Clarke J Walker 

C Crow 

D Jarrett 

S Wheeler 

  

Commentator  L Harrison G Cattermole R Gee   

Readers S Trunk 

M Thomas 

L Pozywio E Thomas 

J Tindale 

R Price  A Borg 

J Borg 

C Davey 

 

 

 

Prayers  L Harrison P Boyd T Wells K Davey 2 Welcomers are 

required each week. 

 

NO Ministers of 

Communion are 

required. 

Offertory  J Gorczyca G Cattermole   

Extraordinary 

Ministers of 

Communion 

    

 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the particular ministry to which you have 

called us, may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
Second Sunday of Advent, Year B 

1st Reading: Is 40:1-5, 9-11 

2nd Reading: 2 Pt 3:8-14 

Gospel: Mk 1:1-8 
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Weekly Notices 

WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Parish Mass.  

If you are new members of our Parish we ask that you take a 

Welcome Pack from the back of the church, complete and return the 

Member forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians, the Wonnarua people, 

who have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of 

years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 

relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 

Reconciliation. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 

We acknowledge the lifelong trauma of abuse victims, survivors and 

their families, the failures of the Catholic Church to protect, believe 

and respond justly to children and vulnerable adults, and the 

consequent breach of trust. 

Our Churches Are COVID Safe 

Our churches are registered COVID Safe businesses with NSW 

Health. A copy of the COVID-19 Safety Plan is on the 

noticeboard for you to read. Please stay home and get tested if 

you are experiencing any of the following symptoms (even if 

they are mild): 

 Fever (37.5 ° or higher) 

 cough 

 sore/scratchy throat 

 shortness of breath 

 loss of smell  

 or loss of taste 

HAVE YOU CHECKED IN? Please ensure you have checked in 

using the Guest Track QR Code or had your name marked off, 

or added to, the registration list for today. 
 

Registering for Mass 

Please phone the Parish Office or email your name and contact 

phone number to register for Mass by 12pm Friday if you have 

not ticked that you are attending next week on the registration 

sheet at Mass.  
 

Changes to Mass times 

Mass at St Patrick’s on Friday 4 December will be said at 9am 

and there will be no adoration or benediction on this day. Mass 

at St Patrick’s on Friday 11 December will be said at 8am.  

 

Diocesan Synod Update Session 

Teresa Brierley, Director Pastoral Ministries & Diocesan Synod 

Moderator will be visiting the Parish Office on Friday 4 

December 2020 between 9.30am-10.30am to update us on 

the progress of the Synod and the engagement of the diocesan 

community with the Synod. Members of the Parish committees 

are invited to attend this meeting as well as other interested 

Parishioners. Please register your attendance with the Parish 

Office by Tuesday 1 December 2020.  
 

St Patrick’s Parish 1st Anniversary Mass 

Due to the Corona Virus restrictions the St Patrick’s Women’s 

Guild will not be making home visits. 1st Anniversary Mass will 

be held on Saturday 4 December at 9.20am to pray for the 

souls of Kevin Nowlan, John Moriarty and Eddie Goodwin.  
 

All are welcome to attend. If you have any queries, please 

contact Elaine Thomas on 0432 870012. 
 

St Patrick’s Women’s Guild Christmas Lunch 

The Guild will hold their Christmas lunch at York Street Diggers 

on Wednesday 9 December at 12 for 12.30pm. Please bring a 

gift for the Kriskringle to the value of $10. RSVP Elaine Thomas 

on 0432 870012 or Gisella Cattermole on 0421 783 066. 

Christmas Mass Times 

With the changes that 2020 and the COVID-19 pandemic have 

brought to our Parishes, Christmas Mass will need to look a 

little different this year, if current restrictions remain in place. 

Anyone wishing to attend Mass will need to register for their 

ONE nominated Mass time by 12pm on Wednesday 23 

December 2020. To register please phone the Parish Office on 

5507 4048 or email singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 

with the names and contact numbers for all attending. 

The registration sheets will be at Mass each week with the 

seats available:  

Singleton 8pm – 38  Singleton Midnight – 60 

Singleton 10am – 57  Greta 8am – 13 

Branxton 6pm – 30  Branxton 8pm - 74 

St Brigid’s Church Branxton will have Vigil Mass at 6pm, and 

8pm on Thursday 24 December.  

St Catherine’s Church Greta will have Mass at 8am on 

Christmas Day.  

St Patrick’s Church Singleton will have Vigil Mass at 6pm, 8pm 

Midnight Mass at 12am and Mass on Christmas Day at 10am. 

Mass in Singleton will be live-streamed and those who don’t fit 

in the church will be able to stand in the church yard and watch 

online or listen via the speakers. Communion will be offered 

from the doors for those outside.  
 

St Brigid’s Parish – Branxton Roster 

The current roster for St Brigid’s Branxton ends at the end of 

December 2020. Since COVID many of our faithful volunteers 

have been unable to return to Mass so for 2021 we are 

compiling a new Roster. If you would like to be involved, please 

see the sheet at the back of the church and put your name 

down. Please note all positions will be vacant and we will start 

afresh for the New Year. For more information, please contact 

Mercia Thomas.  
 

Reflection Resources Available 

GOD’S WORD: DAILY REFLECTIONS 2021 

Designed to help you to keep the Word of God close to your 

heart in your daily life. A companion on the journey to pray, to 

share, to grow in God's love and be nourished by the Word of 

God. Includes the Bible readings set down for each day, with a 

reflection. $15 PER BOOK – USE ENVELOPE INSIDE BOOK TO 

PAY.  

ADORE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DAILY REFLECTIONS 2020 

Adore is an 88-page pocket-size book containing short 

spiritually rich, yet accessible, daily reflections from the 

beginning of Advent (29 November 2020) through to the 

Baptism of the Lord (10 January 2021). $4 PER BOOK – USE 

ENVELOPE INSIDE BOOK TO PAY 
 

 
St Brigid’s Parish Branxton would like to give a special Thank 

You to Paul Smyth of CR SMYTH FUNERALS for repairing and 

polishing the thurible and polishing the incense boat and spoon 

from St Brigid’s Church. A beautiful gesture, which was very 

appreciated. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 

Vinnies need your help again this year. A giving tree has been 

placed at the rear of St Patrick’s Church and Vinnies are 

seeking gifts for boys and girls up to 12 years of age. If it’s more 

convenient to donate a gift card, please do so. There are tags 

on the tree for the various age groups. Please have all gifts in 

by Friday 13 December to ensure all can be wrapped and 

distributed in time for Christmas. All donations will greatly 

reduce Vinnies’ costs. For more information, speak to  

Col Fogarty or Tony King.  
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Advent Wreath Prayers First Sunday of Advent  
 

The Presider blesses the wreath and the assembly with the sprinkling of holy water. 
 

The Presider, or an assistant, lights the first candle, which is often named the Prophets’ Candle as the prophets 
prepared the way for the future coming of the Messiah. 
Presider: Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophets of old. The Prophet Isaiah proclaimed to the 

people that we are the work of God’s hands; we are the clay; God is the potter (First Reading). Mould us 

in your image as we walk together the pilgrimage of the Plenary Council. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  

Presider: Lord Jesus, we believe you come among us now. St Paul declares that the Spirit will keep us steady until 

the last day (Second Reading). May our hearts be centered on listening to the Holy Spirit throughout the 

Plenary Council journey. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  

Presider: Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory. You ask us to ‘stay awake!’ (Gospel). May we be awake and 

ready to hear the movement of the Spirit in the world around us. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
Please see the noticeboard in each church for a full set of instructions which have been derived from a directive 

from the Office of the Bishop and will be in place to allow Public Mass to be celebrated in our Parishes, along with a 

copy of the COVID Safety Plan. We thank you for your assistance in complying with these conditions and in turn 

keeping our community safe and free from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. This notice can also be found on the 

Parish website www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au and the Parish Facebook Page ‘Catholic Parishes of Singleton 

and Branxton’. 

In accordance with the Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and weddings can be celebrated with a 

maximum of 80 people in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 75 people St Brigid’s Church, Branxton and 45 people in 

St Catherine’s Church, Greta. Please ensure you have registered as you entered the church.  

 

 

Mass will be offered for: 

 Marie and Greg Ernst 

 Greg Dunn 

 The Stocks, Goodwin and Lea Families 

 Boleslaw and Victoria Szumilas 

 

Remembering Our 

BBEELLOOVVEEDD  DDEEAADD  
EEtteerrnnaall  rreesstt  ggrraanntt  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  OO  LLoorrdd,,  

aanndd  lleett  ppeerrppeettuuaall  lliigghhtt  sshhiinnee  uuppoonn  tthheemm..  

Diocese COVID-19 Liturgy Reflections Survey 
Last week saw the launch of the 

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

COVID-19 Liturgy Reflections 

Survey. This is an important 

opportunity to voice your 

liturgical insights and experiences 

during COVID-19. What were the 

liturgical challenges and 

opportunities you experienced 

during COVID-19? To complete 

the survey click on the link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/

r/mn-liturgy  

If you do not have access to a 

computer or the internet, phone 

Sharon Murphy on 4979 1134 for a 

hard copy. 
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