
First Reading  Wis 6:12-16 
A reading from the book of Wisdom. 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 

By those who love her she is readily seen, 

and found by those who look for her. 

Quick to anticipate those who desire her, 

she makes herself known to them. 

Watch for her early and you will have no 

trouble; 

you will find her sitting at your gates. 

Even to think about her is understanding 

fully grown; 

be on the alert for her and anxiety will 

quickly leave you. 

She herself walks about looking for those 

who are worthy of her 

and graciously shows herself to them as 

they go, 

in every thought of theirs coming to meet 

them. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2 

(R.)  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord 

my God. 

 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water.  (R.) 
 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary. 

to see your strength and your glory. 

For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 
 

So I will bless you all my life, 

in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy.  (R.) 
 

On my bed I remember you. 

On you I muse through the night 

for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.  (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading  1 Thes 4:13-18 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 

Thessalonians. 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, 

about those who have died, to make sure 

that you do not grieve about them, like the 

other people who have no hope. We 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

and that it will be the same for those who 

have died in Jesus: God will bring them 

with him. We can tell you this from the 

Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who 

are left alive until the Lord’s coming will 

not have any advantage over those who 

have died. At the trumpet of God, the 

voice of the archangel will call out the 

command and the Lord himself will come 

down from heaven; those who have died 

in Christ will be the first to rise, and then 

those of us who are still alive will be taken 

up in the clouds, together with them, to 

meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay 

with the Lord for ever. With such thoughts 

as these you should comfort one another. 

 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  Mt 24:42. 44 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Be watchful and ready: 

you know not when the Son of Man is 

coming. 

Alleluia! 
 

 

Gospel  Mt 25:1-13 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 

to Matthew. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: 

‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: 

Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. Five of 

them were foolish and five of them were 

sensible: the foolish ones did take their 

lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas 

the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well 

as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, 

and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. 

But at midnight there was a cry, “The 

bridegroom is here! Go out and meet 

him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke 

up and trimmed their lamps, and the 

foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 

“Give us some of your oil: our lamps are 

going out.” But they replied, “There may 

not be enough for us and for you; you had 

better go to those who sell it and buy 

some for yourselves.” They had gone off 

to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. 

Those who were ready went in with him to 

the wedding hall and the door was closed. 

The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, 

Lord,” they said, “open the door for us.” 

But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do 

not know you.” So stay awake, because 

you do not know either the day or the 

hour.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

 
 

REFLECTION  

by Fr Michael Tate 

The Hour and the Time 

Israel was often portrayed as a bride in 

Jewish scriptures. So, the question was: 

‘When would the Bridegroom – the Anointed 

One of God, the Christ – appear?’ Jesus’ 

warning is to the attendants of the bride: 

‘Be alert, be vigilant, be prepared.’ Some 

(the five foolish attendants) did miss the 

moment: the earthly ministry of Jesus of 

Nazareth. 

But his warning is also for the Catholic 

Church which is the new Bride of Christ. We 

are the attendants to the Bride and the 

imperative applies to us also: Be alert, be 

vigilant. Be prepared for the eruption, the 

intervention of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Bridegroom, into our history, into our 

moment of time. 

For example, is Christ coming to meet us in 

the modern movements which demand to 

hold authority accountable, or which press 

for just recognition of women? We can 

foolishly remain in the dark or we can wisely 

try to throw light on these questions. Only 

then we will be able to discern whether 

indeed it is the Lord who is approaching. 

We could pause to pray that we be ready 

when the Bridegroom responds to the 

ancient prayer: ‘Come, Lord Jesus!’ 
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Parish Contacts 

Parish Priest Fr Thomas Chirackal Presbytery: 6578 9651 
 

Email: Thomas.chirackal@mn.catholic.org.au  

Assistant Priest Fr Anthony Coloma Presbytery: 6578 9650 Email: anthony.coloma@mn.catholic.org.au  
 

Parish Secretary Mrs Erica Janssen Parish Office: 02 5507 4048 (Tues-Fri, 9am-3pm) 
Unit 5, 16 Cambridge St, Singleton 

Email: singleton.branxton@mn.catholic.org.au 
Web:  www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au 

Facebook Catholic Parishes of Singleton and Branxton YouTube 
Twitter 

singletonbranxton 
@parish_sb 

St Patrick’s Parish    PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Singleton St Patrick’s Church Queen Street Singleton 2330 Contact: 02 5507 4048 
Broke Immaculate Conception Catholic Church Wollombi Street, Broke Contact: 0407 488 872 or 0458 626 299 
Glendon Brook St. Paul’s Catholic Church 874 Glendonbrook Road, Glendon Brook Contact: 6577 6168 

St Brigid’s Parish   PLEASE PHONE THE PARISH OFFICE FOR BOOKINGS OF PARISH CHURCHES (5507 4048) 

Branxton  St Brigid's Catholic Church Station St, Branxton 2335 Contact: 0407 381 525  

Greta St Catherine’s Catholic Church Branxton Street, Greta 2334 Contact: 0428 485 025 

Schools in our Parishes 

St. Catherine’s Catholic College  Principal: Mrs Niamh Marzol K-12 Office: 02 6578 9600 Email: admin@singleton.catholic.edu.au 

Rosary Park Catholic School  Principal: Miss Sallyanne Stanbridge K-6 Office: 02 4938 1541 Email: admin@branxton.mn.catholic.edu.au 
St Nicholas Early Education Singleton Director: Ms Saleena Rosee Office: 02 4015 2860 Email: singleton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

St Nicholas Early Education Branxton Director: Ms Trudy McGovern Office: 02 4931 1220 Email: branxton@stnicholasmn.org.au   

 

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

9 November 
THE DEDICATION OF 

THE LATERN BASILICA 

10 November 
St Leo the Great 

11 November 
St Martin of Tours 

12 November 
St Josaphat 

13 November 
 

14 November 
 

15 November 
33rd SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME 

8.00am 

Mass 

 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

9.20am 

Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 
 

11.00am 

Mass 

Elizabeth Gates 

 

9.00am Novena  

9.20am Mass  

9.45am 

Reconciliation 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 

7.00am Mass 

10.00am Mass 

6.00pm Mass 

St Patrick’s 

Singleton 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

 

 9.20am 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 

 

 5.30pm 

Reconciliation 

6.00pm 

Mass 

St Brigid’s 

Branxton 
 

8.00am 

Mass 

St Catherine’s 

Greta 

St Brigid , St Catherine, St Patrick and St Paul, and– pray for us 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  

Let my prayer come into your presence. 

Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I 

shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures where he 

gives me repose, 

near restful waters he leads me. 

Prayer Requests 
 Sick: Bernadette Coffey, Bill Damstra, Janice Haines, Austin Hoffman, Helen Conlin, 

Anne Standing, Alan Thomas, John Thomas, Gloria Trunk, Lorraine Winter and 

Sharon Wood. Bring healing, comfort and peace to their bodies. Send strength to 

their carers. 

Anniversaries: Frank Tierney, Annie May Slattery, William Dagg and Tom Ernst. 

Having returned to the Father, may they rest in peace. 

Baptisms: Maila Cruz Murphy (St Patrick’s Singleton, Saturday), Darcy Pease and 

Isla Pease (St Patrick’s Singleton, Sunday). Called by name to be a child of God. 

 

Mass Roster Sunday 15 November 2020 

 
Branxton  

Saturday 6pm 

Greta 

Sunday 8am 

Singleton 

Sunday 7am 

Singleton  

Sunday 10am 

Singleton  

Sunday 6pm 
Counters 

Welcomer  D & J Clarke J Walker 

C Crow 

R Gee 

R James 

  

Commentator  D Clarke G Cattermole N Marzol   

Readers S Trunk 

J Stafa 

L Harrison D Thompson 

C Spiteri 

M Worden L Gresham 

V Gresham 

 

 

 

Prayers  D Clarke J Cox B Drayton E Hand 2 Welcomers are 

required each week. 

 

NO Ministers of 

Communion are 

required. 

Offertory N Bendeich J Gorczyca    

Extraordinary 

Ministers of 

Communion 

    

 

Faithful and compassionate God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy; hear the prayers we offer, that in the particular ministry to which you have 

called us, may we serve you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRIPTURES  
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 

1st Reading: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

2nd Reading: 1 Thes 5:1-6 

Gospel: Mt 25:14-30 
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WELCOME TO OUR PARISH 

We welcome visitors from all faith communities to our Mass.  

If you are new to our Parish we ask that you take a Welcome Pack 

from the back of the church, complete and return the Member 

forms and one of our welcoming team will contact you. 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked upon 

and cared for this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the 

continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit 

ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation. 
 

Our Churches Are COVID Safe 

Our churches are registered COVID Safe businesses with NSW 

Health. A copy of the COVID-19 Safety Plan is on the 

noticeboard for you to read. 

Please stay home and get tested if you are experiencing any of 

the following symptoms (even if they are mild): 

 Fever (37.5 ° or higher) 

 cough 

 sore/scratchy throat  

 shortness of breath 

 loss of smell  

 or loss of taste 

HAVE YOU CHECKED IN? Please ensure you have had your 

name ticked off the list or have checked-in using the Services 

NSW App and the QR Code at the back of the church.  
 

Registering for Mass 

Please phone the Parish Office or email your name and contact 

phone number to register for Mass by 12pm Friday if you have 

not ticked that you are attending next week on the registration 

sheet at Mass.  

The Parish Office will be open Monday 9 November and closed 

Tuesday 10 November.  
 

Position Vacant: Presbytery Housekeeper 

The Parish is looking for a Housekeeper to work on a casual 

basis at the Presbytery. If you would be interested in this 

position, please contact Fr Thomas Chirackal at the Parish 

Office for more information.  
 

Senior Singles Lunch 

The Senior Singles Group will meet for their monthly lunch on 

Tuesday 10 November 2020 at 12pm in the Albion Hotel 

Restaurant. New members always welcome. For more 

information, please call Margaret Dagg on 6573 2776. 
 

Mass Changes 

Mass will not be said on Thursday 19 November 2020 at St 

Brigid’s Branxton as Fr Thomas and Fr Anthony both need to 

attend a meeting.  
 

Diocesan Library is Now Online 

Access Online publications including an extensive 

eBook Religion Collection and the Religion & 

Philosophy Collection database. While the DoMN 

Library catalogue can be searched anonymously, 

registration is necessary for access to member 

privileges. Follow this link to DoMN Library: 

https://library.mn.catholic.org.au or scan the QR code.  

 

 

 

 

 

St Brigid’s Parish – Branxton Roster 

The current roster for St Brigid’s Branxton ends at the end of 

December 2020. Since COVID many of our faithful volunteers 

have been unable to return to Mass so for 2021 we are 

compiling a new Roster. If you would like to be involved, please 

see the sheet at the back of the church and put your name 

down. Please note all positions will be vacant and we will start 

afresh for the New Year. The job of Welcomers is to hand out 

bulletins, welcome people and ensure they are registered. 

Proclaim the Word are readers of the 1st and 2nd readings and 

psalm. The offertory ministers are to carry the collection plates 

and place under the Altar as an offering. Please give 

consideration over the next few weeks. All are welcome 

including children who have received the sacraments of 

Confirmation and Holy Communion. For more information, 

please contact Mercia Thomas.  
 

National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 

The Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 

commitment to promote the safety, welfare and well-being of 

children and vulnerable adults — particularly those who 

participate in the life of the Diocese as part of our faith 

communities in parishes, in our diocesan systemic schools, 

early education centres and out-of-school hours care service, as 

part of our welfare and community services through 

CatholicCare and other diocesan ministries.  

Bishop Bill Wright and his senior leadership groups, clergy and 

laity, are committed to the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

meeting the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 

(‘Standards’) and for that compliance to be tested by external 

audit, which should occur in late 2021. The Standards are a 

direct consequence of the Royal Commission into Institutional 

Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Final Report Volume 6.  

There are 10 standards, with each standard consisting of 

various numbers of criteria and each criteria having a number 

of indicators to demonstrate compliance. The auditing process 

determines whether a ‘Church Authority’ (the Diocese) meets 

each individual criterion and indicator. Most of the criteria and 

indicators need to be addressed both ‘centrally’ by the 

Diocesan Curia (e.g. Shared Services, the Chancery and the 

Office of Safeguarding) and ‘locally’ in each parish. 

We will be asking for your help to achieve these standards in 

the audit. It may be that as a volunteer you need 

to attend a session of Safeguarding in Parishes, 

or that you need to complete volunteer 

paperwork. We ask that you assist the Parishes 

in reaching for a high standard of Safeguarding. 

For more information and feedback scan the QR Code or visit 

www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au/safeguarding/. 
 

Hello Hunter Is Here to Support You! 

Hello Hunter is an initiative that partners with churches to 

mobilise volunteers to help people in need, regardless of their 

faith background, commitment, or other social standing or 

identity. Volunteers are available to make a friendly call, deliver 

essentials, assist in finding specialised help, and pray with you 

on request. You can call Hello Hunter on 4948 6837, send a 

Facebook message, email help@hellohunter.org.au or fill out 

the online ‘Help Request’ form at info.hellohunter.org.au  
 

 

Due to the restrictions on singing during Mass,  

the Entrance and Communion Antiphons will be used. 

Music will still be played however, congregants are asked 

not to sing. The antiphons are printed on page 2 of the 

Bulletin. The Entrance Antiphon will be said as the music 

finishes and the Presider reaches the sanctuary and 

bows. The Communion Antiphon will be said after the 

Presider receives Communion at the altar. 

Weekly Notices 

 

https://library.mn.catholic.org.au/


 

Reflection Resources: Now Available  
 

GOD’S WORD: DAILY REFLECTIONS 2021 

Designed to help you to keep the Word of God close to your heart 

in your daily life. A companion on the journey to pray, to share, to 

grow in God's love and be nourished by the Word of God. Includes 

the Bible readings set down for each day, with a reflection. 

$15 PER BOOK – USE ENVELOPE INSIDE BOOK TO PAY 
 

ADORE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS DAILY REFLECTIONS 2020 

Adore is an 88-page pocket-size book containing short spiritually 

rich, yet accessible, daily reflections from the beginning of Advent 

(29 November 2020) through to the Baptism of the Lord  

(10 January 2021). 

$4 PER BOOK – USE ENVELOPE INSIDE BOOK TO PAY 
 

*If you miss out on a copy, please contact the Parish Office. 

ATTENDING MASS IN OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
Please see the noticeboard in each church for a full set of instructions which have been derived from a directive 

from the Office of the Bishop and will be in place to allow Public Mass to be celebrated in our Parishes, along with a 

copy of the COVID Safety Plan. We thank you for your assistance in complying with these conditions and in turn 

keeping our community safe and free from the spread of the COVID-19 virus. This notice can also be found on the 

Parish website www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au and the Parish Facebook Page ‘Catholic Parishes of Singleton 

and Branxton’. 

In accordance with the Public Health Order, public Mass, baptisms, funerals and weddings can be celebrated with a 

maximum of 80 people in St Patrick’s Church, Singleton, 75 people St Brigid’s Church, Branxton and 45 people in 

St Catherine’s Church, Greta. Please ensure you have registered as you entered the church.  

 

 

Remembering Our 

BBEELLOOVVEEDD  DDEEAADD  
EEtteerrnnaall  rreesstt  ggrraanntt  uunnttoo  tthheemm,,  OO  LLoorrdd,,  

aanndd  lleett  ppeerrppeettuuaall  lliigghhtt  sshhiinnee  uuppoonn  tthheemm..  

Mass will be offered in November for: 

 The Spiteri Family  Alex Pagala, Elsie Frost and Mary Robinson 

 The Comenzulie, Cauchi & Agius Familes  Family and friends of B and N Holz 

 Family and friends of JP Sweeney  Family and friends of G McMillan 

 The Gee and Nowland families  The Alsleben, Holz and Shafer families 

 The Tope and Garner families  The Janssen, Tierney and Nowlan Families 

 The Bogan and Grant families  Family and friends of M Thomas 

 Family and friends of M Spinks  Family and friends of K Jones 

 Family and friends of P Bridge  The Ganal Family 

 The Anderson and Ernst families   

 

November Mass offering envelopes are available at the back of the church or are included with the planned giving 

envelope sets. Please place these in the offertory baskets to have a Mass said during November. 

 

http://www.singletoncatholicparish.org.au/

